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Up where good food and good company come together for the holidays. 
Where you can indulge in our Secret Recipe Fudge but once a year. 
Eat up colorfully, boldly and with the season. Peel into peak-season 
satsumas in one spiraled swoop. Discover festive food from another 
culture. Make all your spirits local and bright, and the cocktails just 
right. Bring your own scratch-made appetizers when you can. 
Or come by our deli for a last-minute dish when you can’t. Eat the 
first chewy cookie fresh from the oven. Eat with a co-op that supports 
the folks behind the feast. Let’s eat up merrily, sustainably, organically 
and locally. Most of all, let’s eat full-hearted and open-minded. 
Over shared tables, shared values and shared traditions. 



COMMUNITY 

MARKETS 




VISIT ANY OF OUR 11 NEIGHBORHOOD MARKETS: BOTHELL- BURIEN • COLUMBIA CITY • EDMONDS 
FREMONT - GREEN LAKE AURORA • GREEN LAKE VILLAGE • ISSAQUAH • KIRKLAND • REDMOND - VIEW RIDGE 
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*HUCKUS* 

RECREATIONAL 

CANNABIS 


1465 E. REPUBLICAN 21* SEATTLE, WA 98112 
OPEN 8:00AM - 1L45PM DAILY 
(206) 257-4805 


DON'T CiOWN AROUND WE HAVE 
THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN! 



TWO 5 PACK PRE”R01LS FOR $ 15I 

TO FOIL GRAM DAB BY W.O.W 

HERITAGE OZ NEW PRICE $ 45 

$ 15 10 PACK CHOCOLATES 
FROM CANNA VITA 



CANNABIS CANNOT LEGALLY BE 
CAl.I.FlJ "ORGANIC-", BlfT IT C AN HE 
CLEAN GREEN CERTIFIED, LOOK FOR 
I H1S LOGO ON YOUR CANNABIS! 



This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming; Marijuana can impair con¬ 
centration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug; There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product; 
and for use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. 



HIS+HIS 

HERS+HERS 

H1S+HERS 


TURGEON RAINE 

Stii Avcnj-i | 5c4lh« Tilllfie.Coin 



iME RICAN MARY 


4 V 

R ONE-STOP SHOP 
FOR ALL YOUR 
HIGH-HOLIDAY 
NEEOSI 


Wallingford 

321 NE 45th S* 
SuittF*, WAV& 10 & 

OfMBE 

firii t4:3Q- 10:34pm 

uic j ,• \-3:0C 1O:: 1 ■!-7,ill 

[ 206 } 547-7833 


I Oriknn 


near™ ry^a t-sXTn rr^ >1 ij 


Ballard 

5300 17th Av* NW, 
£•*141*, W A flat 07 

FTp -Qr*^ m-iv' 

•j'mmJ Cornin'? iwn 

M«i ■ Fri. Jjjm ■ 1 ijjjrn 

&w1urda]f~ ?pir 1 Otrr 

[ 206)53 5-7209 

SeaLHe's only privale meil'ca 1 
merjijgna rgn^-iilalions 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE 

PARTY! 


r-9Q E Ej.it 27 mnvw.sriocasmo -:oiii 

f ^0 ® /S nocasino 

Mm! be S1 * ! .i j iccmwts 
jnd winti *t Srt!K|U»lniipCj'»'nd 


SNOQUAI.MIE 

■W- CASINO 

Seattle, 5 closest cast no 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

VtP PACKAGES AVAILABLE. lrtHTSHOCASIflO.COM 

MUST Bf 31 4 


MON 1 DEC 31 I 9 : 30 PM" 


Sir.i] in she New Year with an tnrhjnhrq 
Evening snE.ojnpas££d by eh* radiant 3 lew from 
The City cf PgTiL It's a Klttist-lcm flf fife. Itwe, art 
pud She onlra nci n-g Troauiy e( Paris St nightfall, 
tscepe reality and indulge in live allurem enS &t 
France's mostromantic city. Dante your way into 
I h e Ue-et Year with eur live DJ, reaming enl ertalnen 
and Qthe r wijiiists to keep you im paHsij ned 
unlit ihettock strikes midnight! 



G FOR EVERYONE 


i:ulhi:hi't Etuiwen 

ftij R&iH-f F£#t 


ED/LP 


emp£jwE« 

IfcMfcfLV 

war 


JOHN HjlVHANE 

flfltn AfLlitiK M Once 

huwhi 



LEL-M Bill 3LES 

ii &30 frii "J 

cone 


JiUe]R£B. 1I41LLLL! 
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CULT 


MIlttCE 

kuv a maoptmt rssj 

wu 
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CD.'LP 


OAF 


CWLP 


i&'rni 


IS? 


[ EVERYDAY MUSIC 3 

UIE DAV fPH ftMT & A LI USED 

WC rMl vAan co*.orot4»itn 

CAPITOL HILL BELLINGHAM 

I52D 10th AVG. ■ 2D6.5G3.3321 115 E. Magnolia ■ 36D.E7ti.MtM 
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DonutHamburgerhy Genevieve St. Charles 

See more of her work on Thurs Dec 13 at 
Genevieve St. Charles: FROOT by Goldsuit, 
5-9 pm at FoodArt Collection as part of 
Capitol Hill Art Walk. 


7 

FORTNIGHT 

What you missed if you’ve been 
boofing for the last two weeks. 
Plus: Has anyone ever landed a skate 
trick in Cal Anderson Park? 

11 

IS BELLEVUE THE NEXT 
WILLIAMSBURG? 

The world’s first floating light rail 
line is going to change Seattle’s 
relationship to the big city on the 
other side of Lake Washington. 

By Lester Black 
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YOUR 
ALLERGIES 
CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIVES 
OF OTHERS 


Compensated Plasma Donations 
for Allergy Research 

Plasma Lab j Everett j plasma lab.com | 42S.2S8.36S3 



Have you considered a research study? 

Medical research changes people’s lives every day. The 
Seattle Vaccine Trials Unit is dedicated to moving science 
forward with the help of study volunteers. We have a 
number of paid studies for healthy volunteers, 18-50 years 
old who are willing to give a few hours of their time. 

For more information 

Email: jnfo@seattlevaccines.orp All of our studies provide 
visit: www.seattievaccines.orp compensation, parking 

Text/caii: 425-610-6448 validation and bus tickets. 



ELEVATED GIFTING 


GIVE THE GIFT OF AWARD-WIN MING SPIRITS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 1 





HOLIDAY HOUUS 11-S MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 
VJ27 COPPERTClP LOOP NF BAINJUMOfiF ISLAND . PHONS OHQF* AVAilAHL F I 


MJ^SilDGE BIJ-TlLiERS MlK*. itfiSPQN^BLT 
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Reasons Not to Go Home 
for Christmas 

Mom 

Mom’s new boyfriend 
Dad 

Uncle Fred 
You’re Jewish 



Reasons to Go Home 
for Christmas 

Pity 

You live in the basement 
Gift certificates 
Apparently you have a new niece 
High school reunion hookup 


No One Has Ever 
Landed a Skateboard Trick 
in Cal Anderson Park 

BY OCTAVIA CULLIGAN 


EDITOR’S NOTE 



Mayor Jenny Durkan just finished her 365th 
day in office, but The Stranger did not com¬ 
memorate this milestone with any kind of “year 
in review” stories. If you want to be bored to 
death by ankle-deep reviews of our mayor’s 
first 12 months, you will need to hit up the other 
2.5 media outlets in town. We find these kinds 
of stories to be arbitrary, useless, and only 
interesting to the journalists who write them. We 
instead commemorated Durkan’s first year by 
writing about beers that taste like smoke, Lena 
Dunham’s diarrhea, and the driver killed by the 
elephant he hit. In case you’re wondering, though, 
the mayor signed her first annual budget at that 
big fancy-looking fire station near Pioneer Square. 
The $5.9 billion budget included $1 billion for 
utilities, $700 million for cops and firefighters, 
and zero dollars for The Stranger's pet project-a 
municipally owned underground mushroom farm. 
Give us some of that pork barrel so we can grow 
some mushrooms underthe city, Jenny! 


CAPITOLHILL, SEATTLE-Agroup 
of people eating Molly Moon’s ice cream 
and watching skateboarders in the ten¬ 
nis court at Cal Anderson Park last 
Tuesday left in disgust after not seeing 
a single skater land a trick. 

“I’ve been standing here for 45 min¬ 
utes, and not one of these idiots has 
landed so much as a kickflip,” said Tara 
Sterling, 26, a supply chain manager at 
a local tech company. “Maybe they did 
one when I was inside getting my ice 
cream, but I highly doubt it.” 

Steve Kloop, 43, a creative at a local 
thinkfluencer agency, said, “I 
walk by this park every day on 
my way home from work. And I 
have never—I repeat —never seen 
anyone stomp a trick.” Kloop, who 
used to skate but can’t anymore 
due to a medical condition, added, 
“These guys make me sad for hu¬ 
manity. It’s not that hard.” 

Surveillance video from out¬ 
side H&R Block and Rock Box 
corroborates anecdotal reports. 


Local skaters have gone to elaborate 
lengths to install DIY rails, boxes, and 
bespoke quarter pipes in the former 
tennis court. But to date, no one at¬ 
tempting a boardslide, a heelflip, or even 
a simple manual has been seen success¬ 
fully doing so. 

Reached for comment, one shirtless 
man covered in sweat told this report¬ 
er he was “in the zone” as he skated by. 
He then promptly lost control of his 
board in an attempt to grind the rail and 
crashed face-first into the pavement. 


I, ANONYMOUS 



Wow! Is that terrible odor from a skunk? No. 

Is something burning in the furnace? No. Is 
there an old glass of milk sitting out? Yes! 

Wait, no. It’s your hoodie. Yes, sigh. I’m sorry to 
say, you are so freaking cute, but so freaking 
stinky. Flow can you not know you are wearing 
sour clothes? I hope you have some kind of 
olfactory defect. Or else you are just... I don't 
know... gross. But you are really, really cute. 
Come over here, I’ll buy you a new hoodie. 
ANONYMOUS 

SOMETHING TO GET OFF YOUR CHEST? 

E-mail 200 words or less to 
ianonijmous@thestranger.com 





ICYMI 


The awards for The Stranger's 14th annual 
HUMP! Film Festival were announced. 
Audiences gave top prizes to amateur porn 
films depicting orgies on mountains ( Ex¬ 
treme Wild Fuck), songs about piss play 
(Troughman ), the sweet surrender of get¬ 
ting whipped (My Cathartic Release), and a 
couple fucking in front of the Taj Mahal 
(Around the World in 80 Lays). 

The day before Thanksgiving, David 
Sedaris was spotted on the ferry from Se¬ 
attle to Bainbridge Island with a large floral 
handbag parked on the empty seat beside 
him. When asked where he was going, the 
beloved author said he was on his way to visit 
his boyfriend Hugh’s family in Port Angeles, 
proving that even the rich and famous can’t 


get out of seeing in-laws during the holidays. 

John Chau, a Christian missionary from 
Vancouver, Washington, was killed during 
an illegal attempt to convert a tribe of people 
on a remote island to the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. When reached for comment, Jesus 
said: “Bad move, dude! I don’t even exist!” 


After declaring romaine un¬ 
safe to eat in mid-November, 
the FDA and the CDC have 
deemed the lettuce fit for 
consumption unless it’s from 
California’s northern or cen¬ 
tral coast. So before you go 
tossingyour salad, check its 
origin. If it’s not from Califor¬ 
nia, go ahead and bury your face in it. 

Someone is shooting sea lions in Puget 
Sound. Almost a dozen of the mammals, 
which bear a close resemblance to John 
Goodman, have washed up dead on West 
Seattle’s beaches with gunshot wounds. 

At an open-mic comedy night at Jai Thai, 
the local comic Alex Needles observed 


that getting blackout drunk is “like a trust 
fall for your consciousness.” Even people 
who’ve never gotten epically shitfaced were 
laughing. 

The FBI’s national hate-crime report 
showed a more than 50 percent increase 
in hate crimes in Seattle. Hate crimes in¬ 
creased by 17 percent across 
the country. Crimes of love, 
which the FBI does not track, 
do not appear to have risen at 
the same rate. 

Prolific Seattle author Gil¬ 
lian G. Gaar recently pub¬ 
lished World Domination: 
The Sub Pop Records Story, 
a brief yet eventful recounting of Seattle’s 
best-known independent record label. Gaar 
sifts through record-nerd minutiae while 
still capturing the freewheeling spirit of Sub 
Pop founders Bruce Pavitt and Jonathan 
Poneman, the colorful cast of characters 
who’ve worked for them, the musicians 
who’ve recorded under their auspices, and 
the global impact they’ve had on under¬ 
ground culture. 


Representative Frank Chopp, the sec¬ 
ond-longest serving state house speaker in 
the United States, announced he will hand 
over the gavel at the end of the next legisla¬ 
tive session in Olympia. He plans to remain 
a state house representative forthe 43rdDis- 


Around the World in 
80 Lays won $10,000 
at HUMP! 


trict, which covers Central Seattle. Chopp 
raised the state Democratic Party back from 
the ashes after humiliating losses suffered 
in 1994, but tax breaks for corporations bal¬ 
looned during his tenure. 

At a recent D J event at Vermillion Gallery, 
a man who described himself as “an artist 
so underground, you’ve never heard of me” 
told a Stranger staffer that he and his circle 
of friends used to use this publication as toi¬ 
let paper. The Stranger staffer thought but 
did not say, “Well, we’re used to dealing with 
assholes of all kinds.” ■ 



Full of winners! 
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Check out these local 
retailers for all your 

gift-giving needs! 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

Still looking for the perfect gift or unique 
statement piece? For the holiday season 
and beyond, make The Stranger's shopping 
calendar your go-to resource. 

Check it out at 

StrangerThingsToDo.com 

for Seattle markets, pop-ups, and retail events. 


W 



0 yveeks for S3 9 
Start Anytime! 

Tvvc months of Iterate and practical 

HtT-OtTHm tuning fltir WO.'IWTI 


Nate Free Zone 

1425 5. :ackson ■ 206-325-3070 
Fem i ra stKa rateUnion .o rq 


Retail 

THERAPY 

CLOTHING • GIFTS • JEWELRY 



905 E. Pike St. 

ineedretailtherapy.com 



The holidays are here. 

Give your loved 
ones the gift of music! 



We teach guitar p bass p 
piano p voice, 
brass/uiooduiinds p 
strings, ensemble classes p 
and drums (duh!) 

Seattle Drum School of Music 

Lake City: 12729 Lake City Way NE - 206.364.8815 
Georgetown: 1010 S. Bailey - 206.763.9700 
SeattleDrumSchool.com 

KSEpVh 





• Carefully crafted with the highest 
quality natural ingredients dogs love 

• Highest levels of active/full-spectrum 
CBD and 1 2 other anti-inflammatory 
& healthful ingredients 

• Cold-pressed for retention of vitamins, 
minerals, and CBDs 

• Made in the USA & family-owned 


Find out more about this unique and effective 
supplement's benefits or try them for your pup! 

ORDER ONLINE! Treat-its.com 


Holidays got your dog stressed out? 

Why medicate it when you can Treat-it? 


Treat-its are CBD soft chews that assist 
with anxiety, pain, arthritis, nausea, allergies, 
appetite stimulation and more. 


This year, give your inlaws 
something to talk about. 


Gargoyles 4* Ornaments 4 Jewelry 4 Crystals 
Tarot 4* Dragons 4 Cards 4 Masks 4 Candles 
Classy Hats 4 T-Shirts 4 Local Art and More! 



4550 University Way NE. 98105 206-632-4940 
www. gargoylestatuary. com 

Open 7 days a week since 1992! 
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Jfa» to Ctoinabis Edibles? 


Try our delicious and popular Pioneer Squares 


iNeiv ffavok: 'Black 8c Blueteto jt 


A sweet candied blueberry in a tart blackberry soft 
candy chew. Available in CBD & THC. Ask for 
this exciting new flavor at your local pot shop today! 


W 


We make 
artisanal 
handcrafted 
syrups, candies 
and healthy 
snacks. 


ELIXIRS 


JZeMnmoJie, 
CRAFTELIXIRS.COM 

Available in Washington State Cannabis Shops. 


Our products are 
organic, vegan, 
gluten-free, 
non-GMO 
and Kosher. 


Warning: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of 
this drug. There may be health risks associated with the consumption of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. Marijuana products may be purchased 
or possessed only by persons twenty-one years of age or older. 



Visit our blog for product info 

ihehandmadeshowroom.com 


Shop small at the mall to find the best collection of 
gifts with great 5 teries by IOQ + srtrsts from the PMW! 


Pacific Place - Suite 115 - 1st Floor 
600 Pine Street - 206-623-0G04 


Treat your lover to a smoother holiday 




Personal Lubricant 

water-based glycerin-free 


For safe, gentle lubrication, buy Slippery Stuff* 
at these and other Puget Sound area retailers: 

Lakewood # Bremerton Olympia Seattle 

Elmo's Books Olympda food Coop KauormaiVs Pharmacy 

F'l'ljl-L Sound Arej Auburn TatOtfla Lynnwood 

Love Zone Video Slue Costfes? Pharmacy Lover? Lair 

For more retailers or to order, contact us at; 
www.waHace-ufarrell.com or 800-759-7883 



1461 Elliott Ave W 

in Interbay. Near ihe Staples & Whole Foods. 



THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE!! 

Me off your lint 4 Cbuopfow •*-»£» gffET 

• Santa Suits far R«n.t and Rurclin.se., y HPLMmy 

l„ s .»d *«.»=*« for Mil holiday 

*namcBt* aud tribl«W® party. 

















10 DECEMBER 5, 2018 THE STRANGER 


w 

/ 


ARRESTED? 



CALL US. 



ESPADA 
LAW FIRM, P.S. 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE IN ALL OF WASHINGTON STATE 








Ray Ferrero, 
Attorney at Law 


Talitha Hazelton, 
Attorney at Law 


Brenda Torres, 
Paralegal 


Christian Cervantes, 
Paralegal 


CALL US TOLL FREE AT 

1 (844) WA-FELONY 

LOCAL NUMBER FOR WESTERN WA 

(206) 467-5987 

LOCAL NUMBER FOR EASTERN WA 

(509) 596-6120 

FELONIES 

CRIMES OF VIOLENCE 

DRUG CHARGES 

SEX CRIMES 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

GUN CHARGES 

RECORD CLEARING 

FIREARMS RIGHTS RESTORATION 

REPRESENTATION DURING 
POLICE INVESTIGATIONS 

WWW. ES PAD ALAW.CO M 


(broadfork) 


Nrw Location! 
Broadfgr;- Cafe 

Oui ( - Ann ■. N 


Organic 

Local 

Plant-Based 

Delicious 

Sustainable 


aT T ! I VtfA If-!TO:.. 
ErOaOFORk Cam 

A7S? ItfTH AVE ME 
CATTLE WA 98t C 5 




i&fooidfcfkCaifc 


wa . broad for k ca 1 o,c o m 


OPEN da^lv 



-^United States 

c » 


APPLY ONLINE NOW! 

2020census.gov/jobs 


2020 Census jobs provide: 

•J Great pa/ •/ Weekly pay 

•S Flexible hours ■/ Paid training 

$18.50-$25.50/hr 

Th* IA5, Census Bureau hs cefnmtttsrcl to Iwlng Consul Takers to wort! In ilwrr 
own oommunitiat-there are Itwjutandi of great robs available nattomwidel 
It's ah l-npartoi't way y«i t in sjppart vour comnftwnrty and cti paid while 
fStsing It 0y *£>Jk i .g tit (he Tsf|cJ p you're he!fM»g to nt^Sr* sure (h-fll (rtieryune Fj, 
reunied It's work that's good tor you and Tor your community 


tor ircc In'ormriltoner help apply-ifj, pie jm- call H!ES-.P0II-2t>;HJ 
!> 0 5. Can nt igiwi n Esui Oceenin-ii S'natow. 
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BELLEVUE 
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WASHINGTON 
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ISLAND 
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REDMOND 


SEATTLE 
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■ * BEL-RED/ 

* SPRING 130TH 
DISTRICT/120TH 




DOWNTOWN 
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W LBURTON 
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INTERNATIONAL 

DISTRICT/CHINATOWN 


JUDKINS 
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SOUTH 
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NEW 
STATION 
STOPS 
IN 2023 


THE STRANGER 


Is Bellevue the Next Williamsburg? 

The world’s first floating light rail line is going to change everything. 

BY LESTER BLACK 


s Bellevue the next Williamsburg? 

Wait, wait, wait—hear me out. It’s true 
that right now Bellevue feels nothing like 
the hipster enclaves of New York City. 
Brooklyn is full of fashionable neighbor¬ 
hoods, andBellevue is almost the opposite. But 
that might soon change. 

In five years, downtown Seattle and down¬ 
town Bellevue will be separated by a 21-min¬ 
ute train ride. There will be stops for the 
Central District, Mercer Island, and a few 
other spots in between. When Sound Tran¬ 
sit’s East Link train opens in 2023, it will 
make getting into downtown Seattle from 
Bellevue an easier commute than some of 
Seattle’s trendiest neighborhoods. Ballard 
and West Seattle probably won’t get linked 
to light rail until 2035. 

It is an engineering marvel that light rail 
over the floating Interstate 90 bridge is hap¬ 
pening at all. The 14-mile, $3.7 billion train 
line has necessitated some of the most chal¬ 
lenging transit construction in the country, 
if not the world. When the light rail crosses 
Lake Washington, it will be the world’s first 
floating light rail line, a feat that has received 
international attention. 

And when that first East Link train cross¬ 
es the world’s first floating light rail track 
and ducks into a tunnel in south Bellevue 
(a tunnel that’s already finished, ahead of 
schedule), it will be entering a community 
that is undergoing a massive transformation. 
Downtown Bellevue’s grid is getting denser. 
Meanwhile, an underused industrial area on 
Bellevue’s east side (roughly the same size 
as Capitol Hill) is being entirely redesigned 
with East Link in mind. 


The city is building new streets, parks, and 
bike lanes in the 900-acre neighborhood of 
Bel-Red. The city estimates the neighbor¬ 
hood will have 5,000 new housing units and 
10,000 new jobs. Will trendy cafes, music 
venues, and breweries follow? It’s too soon 
to know exactly what will happen, but it’s 
safe to assume that more people in Seattle 
are going to start looking east. 

Bellevue is less than five miles from Seattle as 
the crow flies, but humans aren’t good at fly¬ 
ing, and neither are trains. For Sound Transit 
to connect Seattle to the state’s fifth largest 
city, the agency first had to navigate how to 
cross a big obstacle: the 200-feet-deep Lake 
Washington. 

I-90’s floating bridges were the natural 
place to build the light rail, as they already 
include two extra lanes that were built spe¬ 
cifically for mass transit. There was just 
one problem: No one has ever put a train on 
a floating bridge. 

The Homer M. Hadley Memorial Bridge, 
the northern ofthe two 1-90 bridges, floats on 
top of Lake Washington, twisting and turn¬ 
ing with changing lake levels, the wind, and 
even the weight of vehicular traffic. These 
fluctuations are negligible to cars and buses, 
but an inch of movement can be disastrous 
for a train. How can engineers keep train 
tracks safely parallel in such a fluid system? 

Sound Transit partnered with the Univer¬ 
sity of Washington and other experts to invent 
a solution. Ultimately, an engineer from En¬ 
gland named Andy Foan solved the riddle of 
howto put a300-tontrain on afloatingbridge. 


Foan designed 43-foot-long platforms 
that sit between the bridge’s roadway and 
train tracks in eight different locations. 
These platforms use a combination of bear¬ 
ings and rails that can move with the bridge 
while keeping the train tracks stable and par¬ 
allel at all times. Popular Science magazine 
called Foan’s design one of the 100 greatest 
innovations of 2017. John Sleavin, Sound 
Transit’s executive technical adviser, told 
Popular Mechanics that he was amazed by 
Foan’s design when he first saw it. 

“Quite honestly, when Andy laid it out, ev¬ 
eryone’s j aws dropped,” Sleavin told the mag- 


In 2023, light rail will 
go from the Central 
District to Bellevue in 
15 minutes. 


azine. “It was a little bit of a feeling of, we are 
not worthy. It was so simple and so obvious.” 

Recently, I ventured down to a construc¬ 
tion site in south Bellevue where the East 
Link will part ways with 1-90 and turn left, 
crossing over the interstate and head north 
toward downtown Bellevue. A team was 
pouring concrete for a light rail bridge while 
being suspended over moving traffic. Thien 
Vu, the civil engineer and construction man¬ 
ager for East Link, had just explained what 
they were doing in midair when I asked him: 
Did he find this whole process exciting? It 
sounded a bit odd as we were standing be¬ 
tween lanes of roaring traffic, so he laughed. 


“Yes, this is the most exciting project I’ve 
worked on in my career,” Vuthen said. “This 
is very exciting. We are able to cross over a 
very important freeway without much im¬ 
pact to traffic. To do that is a pretty big deal.” 

Vu’s team is using a special bridge-build¬ 
ing technology to lay tracks through the air 
over the westbound lanes of 1-90. The team 
is literally pouring concrete on top of mov¬ 
ing cars. The bridge already has its three 
massive concrete towers, and now the team 
is connecting those towers segment by seg¬ 
ment. Workers use a mobile form called “the 
traveler” that allows them to pour concrete 
into its shape, let it harden, and then extend 
the traveler farther out to repeat the process. 
Over the next few months, these segments 
will materialize in front of drivers’ eyes, 
piece by piece, until the spans are connected 
and light rail tracks are laid on top. 

When East Link opens in 2023, riders will 
be able to board a train in the International 
District and get to a new stop at Judkins Park 
in the Central District (5 minutes), then to 
Mercer Island (9 minutes), and then pass into 
a tunnel and through three south Bellevue 
stops before arriving at downtown Bellevue 
(20 minutes). By 2024, the line will extend to 
Redmond (38 minutes), with six more stops 
in between Bellevue and Redmond. 

Connecting these communities with 
efficient mass transit will have a massive 
impact on the region. It will connect more 
than 200,000 existing jobs in the two cities 
and will create an estimated 49,000 more. It 
will eliminate 230,000 vehicle milesper day. 

And it will reduce average travel times 
for commuters by an average of 25 minutes. 
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Wasting time commuting costs the entire 
economy money; it is estimated these reduced 
commutes will save our local economy $65 
million annually. The East Link is also good 
for the environment, reducing an estimated 
22,000 to 29,000 metric tons of greenhouse 
gases every year. All of these estimates are 
from the US Department of Transportation. 

And Bellevue’s train isn’t being built in 
a vacuum. When East Link opens, it will 
connect to the growing Sound Transit light 
rail system. In 2023, a rider will be able to 
go from downtown Bellevue to the newly 
opened Northgate light rail stop (38 min¬ 
utes) or to Sea-Tac Airport (54 minutes). A 
year later, light rail will extend all the way 
from Lynnwood in the north to Federal Way 
in the south. That means someone could 
board a train in downtown Bellevue and get 
to Lynnwood (51 minutes) or Federal Way 
(68 minutes) without ever sitting in traffic. 

Sound Transit’s light rail system will still 
be small in 2023 compared to most other ma¬ 
jor American cities, but this recent progress 
feels extraordinary for people who grew up in 
the Seattle area—people like Chad Frederick, 
the principal construction manager for East 
Link. While I was standing there underneath 
those concrete columns in south Bellevue, I 
asked Frederick what it feels like to work on 
a project with such a big impact. 

“It’ll change everything out here, being able 
to go to Capitol Hill and the U-District from 
Bellevue without a car. I grew up in Seattle, 
and these are neighborhoods that I used to 
drive through, but I won’t be driving to these 
places anymore. I think it will change Bellev¬ 
ue in ways they don’t even understand yet.” 

Claudia Balducci has been an elected official 
on the Eastside for 14 years—and for all 14 
of those years, she has been fighting for East 
Link. She said that when she takes that first 
train across Lake Washington, she’ll be over¬ 
come with emotion: “I know when I ride it, 
I am going to be beside myself. I’m probably 
going to be very embarrassing, jumping up 
and down and squealing and stuff.” 

Since Balducci was first elected to the 
Bellevue City Council in 2004, she has had 
to fight against Eastside groups that either 
didn’t want light rail at all or wanted it re¬ 
stricted to the 1-405 and SR 520 corridors. 
These people wanted light rail to stay away 
from the places where people live. Balducci 
wanted the opposite. 

When Balducci ran for reelection in 2011, 
she faced off against Patti Mann, a firefighter 
who campaigned on making sure the light 
rail ran along the interstate and SR 520 so 
that the train didn’t run “too close to homes,” 
according to the Seattle Times. Balducci not 
only wanted light rail away from the high¬ 
ways and close to homes, she wanted to 
literally build entire housing communities 
around light rail stops. 

Balducci and like-minded transit support¬ 
ers ultimately won the war, but not without 
losing some battles. Their opponents were 
backedby the deep pockets of Kemper Free¬ 
man, a Bellevue developer who has spent de¬ 
cades warning that light rail would be bad 
for Bellevue. 

The Bel-Red neighborhood might be 
Balducci’s biggest win. Cornered between SR 
520 to the north and 1-405 to the west, Bel- 
Red looks like any of the anonymous indus¬ 
trial parks that dot the Puget Sound region, 


with a collection of beverage distributors, 
carpet showrooms, and auto-parts stores. 

Twenty years ago, the neighborhood was 
in decline, losing jobs during a nine-year pe¬ 
riod where the rest of the city saw employ¬ 
ment rise by 20 percent, according to plan¬ 
ning documents from the City of Bellevue. 
Major employers were leaving, but light rail 
was on its way, so the city studied what to do. 

City planners recommended dramatically 
changing the zoning from light industrial to a 
mix of commercial and residential buildings. 
At that time, it was as sumed that the light rail 
would leave Bellevue and flow to Redmond 
along SR 520, the path of least resistance. 
But the study recommended something dif¬ 
ferent: Put the light rail straight through the 
Bel-Red area and build an entire new neigh¬ 
borhood around each stop. 

“We really got excited about the idea of 
being able to build a whole new community 
around light rail stations,” Balducci said. 

And that’s what’s currently being built. 
The City of Bellevue is paving a dozen new 
streets to create an entirely new street grid 
in the industrial area centered on its two 
light rail stops. Rivers in Bel-Red that were 
surprisingly healthy are now being convert¬ 
ed into green spaces, and 14,000 feet of new 
sidewalks and 21,000 feet of new bike lanes 
are being created. 

The city predicts 5,000 new housing 
units and 10,000 new jobs will be added to 
the neighborhood by 2030. To put that into 
perspective, Capitol Hill added only 1,859 
new housing units between 2006 and 2015, 
a time period many people describe as ex¬ 
plosive growth for the hill. 

Private partners are getting involved in 
a separate section of Bel-Red called the 
Spring Hill District. REI is building its 
400,000-square-foot world headquarters 
here, which will be used by about 1,500 em¬ 
ployees, according to the company. And next 
door to REI will be the Global Innovation 
Exchange, a new University of Washington 
campus that is a partnership with the Tsin- 
ghua University of Beijing. 

Will the redevelopment of Bel-Red be 
enough to make Bellevue into Seattle’s future 
Brooklyn? I posed this question to Balduc¬ 
ci. Is Bellevue about to become a bastion of 
cheaper housing that artists and creatives 
will flock to? 

Balducci responded with along pause, like 
she was searching for a way to shut down 
my question without sounding rude. “Uh, 
not exactly. There’s not a lot of affordable 
housing anywhere along this alignment, 
even today. Some of the Bel-Red housing is 
a little more affordable. They’re not luxury 
level. But what I expect is going to happen is 
there’s just going to be a lot more back and 
forth—that there will be people that live in 
Bellevue that work in South Lake Union and 
Seattle. And there will be people that live in 
North Seattle who continue to work in Bel¬ 
levue and Redmond. I just think it will be 
more attractive to housing on both sides.” 

That makes it sound like East Link will 
be a train full of techies and suburbanites, 
not a train full of club kids commuting in 
from the Eastside. With all due respect to 
Balducci, sometimes spending a lot of time 
in a place doesn’t prepare you well to predict 
how it will change when something massive 
comes into town. I’m still pulling for East 
Link to make Bellevue a bastion of weirdos 
and warehouse parties. ■ 
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Blunt Talk 

BY KATIE HERZOG 



CANNABESS 

An image Cannabess made for Instagram, before her account was shut down. 


What Is 

Instagram’s 

Problem? 

ess Byers, as usual, has a theory 
about what really happened. 

The woman known online as 
Cannabess, a Seattle-based canna¬ 
bis marketer and social-mediainflu- 
encer, has—or had—nearly100,000Instagram 
followers. Sometimes she’ll show herself in 
a grow room holding giant bags full of weed. 
Othertimes she’llbe deep in the woods, smoke 
snaking out of her half-open mouth. 

In addition to using Instagram to build 
her marketing agency, Blaise Creative, Byers 
posts sponsored content, getting paid to pose 
with various cannabis products, from sticky 
golden concentrates to leggings stamped 
with pot leaves. She’s her own boss, and she 
looks at her work as both marketing and as 
cannabis activism. 

Business has been good. She’s got a hand¬ 
ful of clients and just hired her first employ¬ 
ee. But despite her growing profile in the 
industry, she has a big problem: Instagram 
keeps shutting her down. 

The first time her account was deactivat¬ 
ed was in August. Since then, it’s been de¬ 
activated six more times. Byers has learned 
each time through a notification from the 
company informing her that she’s violated 
their terms of service. 

“It’s been financially stressful,” Byers 
says. “I have campaigns that have been con¬ 
firmed, but obviously that can’t work if I’m 
locked out of my account.” 

While Instagram’s terms of service don’t 
explicitly say anything about weed, they do 
say this: “Offering sexual services, buying 
or selling firearms and illegal or prescrip¬ 
tion drugs (even if it’s legal in your region) 
is also not allowed.” Byers doesn’t sell weed; 
she just posts pictures of it. Moreover, Ins¬ 
tagram seems to enforce these rules selec¬ 
tively. Why has she been shut down, but not 


Leafly or High Times or any number of other 
pot brands and cannabis influencers? 

Byers thinks politics may have something 
to do with it. She is an outspoken libertarian 
and something of a conspiracy theorist. She 
likes guns, is a big believer in small govern¬ 
ment, and thinks 9/11 was insidejob. And so, 
when her Instagram was deactivated for the 
seventh time in November, it’s not too surpris¬ 
ing where her mind went: She suspects there’s 
been a coordinated campaign to mass report 
her posts, either by competitors in the indus¬ 
try or by people who disagree with her politics. 

Is she right or is there something else going 
on? Instagram has ignored Byers’s request 
for clarification (and they’ve also ignored 
The Stranger’s request for clarification), so 
it’s hard to know the truth. She is, however, 


Why does Cannabess 
get shut down but not 
Leafly or High Times ? 


pushing back: She started a petition asking 
Instagram to end censorship of the cannabis 
industry, update their terms of service, and 
provide greater transparency. The petition 
currently has more than 18,000 signatures. 

She organized a protest, which she called 
#CannabisBlackoutDay, on October 6, the 
anniversary of the day Instagram was 
founded. While she doesn’t knowhowmany 
people ultimately participated (it’s hard to 
measure nonengagement), she says that be¬ 
fore the blackout of her account, there were 
more than 750 posts on Instagram promot¬ 
ing the hashtag. 

Byers isn’t sure what she’s going to do 
next. As of this writing, she’s locked out of 
her main page, @imcannabess, as well as her 
business accounts. But there’s one upside to 
losing her access. “My screen time has gone 
way down,” she says, “which is good, because 
I’m focusing on my business. I’m about to 
lose interest in the app.” ■ 
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Free Will Astrology 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


December 5-11 


ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19): When I write a horoscope for 
you, I focus on one or two questions because I don't have room to cover 
every single aspect of your life. The theme I've chosen this time may seem 
a bit impractical, but if you take it to heart, I guarantee you it will have 
practical benefits. It comes from Italian author Umberto Eco. He wrote, 
"Perhaps the mission of those who love humanity is to make people laugh 
at the truth, to make truth laugh, because the only truth lies in learning to 
free ourselves from insane passion for the truth." I swear to you, Aries, that 
if you laugh at the truth and make the truth laugh in the coming days, you 
will be guided to do all the right and necessary things. 

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): You have a cosmic mandate 
and poetic license to stir up far more erotic fantasies than usual. It will be 
healthy for you to unleash many new thoughts about sexual experiments 
that would be fun to try and novel feelings you'd like to explore and people 
whose naked flesh you'd be interested to experience sliding and gliding 
against yours. But please note that the cosmic mandate and poetic license 
do not necessarily extend to you acting out your fantasies. The important 
thing is to let your imagination run wild. That will catalyze a psychic healing 
you didn't even realize you needed. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20): In my continuing efforts to help 
you want what you need and need what you want, I've collected four wise 
quotes that address your looming opportunities. (1) "What are you willing 
to give up in order to become who you really need to be?" —Elizabeth 
Gilbert. (2) "Leave the door open for the unknown, the door into the dark. 
That's where the most important things come from" —Rebecca Solnit. (3) 
"You enter the extraordinary by way of the ordinary" Frederick Buechner. 
(4) "Happiness is like a butterfly which, when pursued, is always beyond 
our grasp, but, if you will sit down quietly, may alight upon you" Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. 

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22): I've called on author Robert 
Heinlein to provide your horoscope. According to my astrological analysis, 
his insights are exactly what you need to focus on right now. "Do not 
confuse 'duty' with what other people expect of you," he wrote. "They 
are utterly different. Duty is a debt you owe to yourself to fulfill obligations 
you have assumed voluntarily. Paying that debt can entail anything from 
years of patient work to instant willingness to die. Difficult it may be, but 
the reward is self-respect. But there is no reward at all for doing what other 
people expect of you, and to do so is not merely difficult, but impossible." 

LEO (JULY 23—AUG 22): What does "beauty" mean to you? 
What sights, sounds, images, qualities, thoughts, and behavior do you 
regard as beautiful? Whatever your answers might be to those questions 
right now, I suggest you expand and deepen your definitions in the coming 
weeks. You're at a perfect pivot point to invite more gorgeous, lyrical grace 
into your life; to seek out more elegance and charm and artistry; to cultivate 
more alluring, delightful magic. 

VIRGO (AUG 23-SEPT 22): You know the expiration dates that 
appear on the labels of the prescription drugs you buy? They don't mean 
that the drugs lose their potency after that date. In fact, most drugs are still 
quite effective for at least another 10 years. Let's use this fact as a metaphor 
for a certain resource or influence in your life that you fear is used up or 
defunct. I'm guessing it still has a lot to offer you, although you will have to 
shift your thinking in order to make its reserves fully available. 

LIBRA (SEPT 23-OCT 22): Libran rapper Eminem is renowned 
for his verbal skill. It may be best exemplified in his song "Rap God," in 
which he delivers 1,560 words in six minutes and four seconds, or 4.28 
words per second. In one stretch, he crams in 97 words in 15 seconds, 
achieving a pace of 6.5 words per second. I suspect that in the coming 
weeks, you will also be unusually adept at using words, although your 
forte will be potent profundity rather than sheer speed. I encourage you to 
prepare by making a list of the situations where your enhanced powers of 
persuasion will be most useful. 

SCORPIO (OCT 23—NOV 21): In May of 1883, the newly built 
Brooklyn Bridge opened for traffic. Spanning the East River to link Man¬ 
hattan and Brooklyn, it was the longest suspension bridge in the world. But 
almost immediately, people spread rumors that it was unstable. There was 
a growing fear that it might even crumble and fall. That's when charismatic 
showman P.T. Barnum stepped in. He arranged to march 21 elephants 
across the bridge. There was no collapse, and so the rumors quickly died. I 
regard the coming weeks as a time when you should take inspiration from 
Barnum. Provide proof that will dispel gossipy doubt. Drive away supersti¬ 
tious fear with dramatic gestures. Demonstrate how strong and viable your 
improvements really are. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22-DEC 21): Robert Louis Stevenson 
published his gothic novel The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in 
1886. It was a best seller and quickly got turned into a theatrical production. 
In the ensuing 132 years, there have been well over a hundred further adap¬ 
tations of the story into film and stage productions. Here's the funny thing 
about this influential work: Stevenson wrote it fast. It took him three feverish 
days to get the gist of it and just another six weeks to revise. Some biogra¬ 
phers say he was high on drugs during the initial burst, perhaps cocaine. I 
suspect you could also produce some robust and interesting creation in the 
coming weeks, Sagittarius—and you won't even need cocaine to fuel you. 

CAPRICORN (DEC 22-JAN 19): A blogger on Tumblr named 
Ffsshh composed a set of guidelines that I think will be apt and useful for 
you to draw on in the coming weeks. Please study these suggestions and 
adapt them for your healing process. "Draw stick figures. Sing off-key. 
Write bad poems. Sew ugly clothes. Run slowly. Flirt clumsily. Play video 
games on 'easy.' OK? You do not need to be good at something to enjoy 
it. Sometimes talent is overrated. Do things you like doing just because you 
like doing them. It's OK to suck." 

AQUARIUS (JAN 20-FEB 18): Aquarian athlete Michael 
Jordan is the greatest basketball player who ever lived. He was also the first 
to become a billionaire. But when he was growing up, he didn't foresee 
the glory that awaited him. For example, in high school he took a home 
economics class to acquire cooking abilities. Why? He imagined that as an 
adult, he might have to prepare all of his own meals. His ears were so huge 
and ungainly, he reasoned, that no woman would want to be his wife. So 
the bad news was that he suffered from a delusion. The good news was 
that because of his delusion, he learned a useful skill. I foresee a similar 
progression for you, Aquarius. Something you did that was motivated by 
misguided or irrelevant ideas may yield positive results. 

PISCES (FEB 19-MARCH 20): The Bible does not say that 
Mary Magdalene was a prostitute or even a "sinner." There's no mention of 
her sexual proclivities at all. Delusional ideas about her arose in the Middle 
Ages, instigated by priests who confused her with other women in the Bible. 
The truth is that the Bible names her as a key ally to Christ and the crucial 
witness to his resurrection. Fortunately, a number of scholars and church 
leaders have in recent years been working to correct her reputation. I invite 
you to be motivated and inspired by this transformation as you take steps 
to adjust and polish your own image during the coming weeks. It's time to 
get your public and private selves into closer alignment. 

Homework: Imagine that one of your heroes comes to you and says, 'Teach 
me the most important things you know ." What do you say? Testify at 
freewillastrology. com. 


December 12-18 


ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19): In 1930, some British mystery 
writers formed a club to provide each other with artistic support and con¬ 
viviality. They swore an oath to write their stories so that solving crimes hap¬ 
pened solely through the wits of their fictional detectives, and not through 
"Divine Revelation, Feminine Intuition, Mumbo Jumbo, Jiggery-Pokery, or 
Act of God." I understand that principle, but I don't endorse it for your 
use in the coming weeks. On the contrary, I hope you'll be on the alert 
and receptive to Divine Revelations, Feminine Intuition, Mumbo Jumbo, 
Jiggery-Pokery, and Acts of God. 

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): When you're prescribed an¬ 
tibiotic pills to fight off infection, you should finish the entire round. If you 
stop taking the meds partway through because you're feeling better, you 
might enable a stronger version of the original infection to get a foothold 
in your system. This lesson provides an apt metaphor for a process you're 
now undergoing. As you seek to purge a certain unhelpful presence in your 
life, you must follow through to the end. Don't get lax halfway through. 
Keep on cleansing yourself and shedding the unwanted influence beyond 
the time you're sure you're free of it. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20): Danish scientist and poet Piet 
Hein wrote this melancholy meditation: "Losing one glove is painful, but 
nothing compared to the pain of losing one, throwing away the other, and 
finding the first one again." Let his words serve as a helpful warning to 
you, Gemini. If you lose one of your gloves, don't immediately get rid of the 
second. Rather, be patient and await the eventual reappearance of the first. 
The same principle applies to other things that might temporarily go missing. 

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22): Cancerian author Elizabeth 
Gilbert is a soulful observer whose prose entertains and illuminates me. She's 
well aware of her own limitations, however. For example, she writes, "Every 
few years, I think, 'Maybe now I'm finally smart enough or sophisticated 
enough to understand Ulysses. So I pick it up and try it again. And by page 
10, as always, I'm like, 'What the hell?'" Gilbert is referring to a renowned 
20th-century novel, James Joyce's masterwork. She just can't appreciate it. 
I propose that you make her your inspirational role model in the coming 
weeks. Now is a favorable time to acknowledge and accept that there are 
certain good influences and interesting things that you will simply never be 
able to benefit from. And that's OK! 

LEO (JULY 23-AUG 22): More than three centuries ago, Dutch 
immigrants in New York ate a dessert known as the olykoek, or oil cake: 
sugar-sweetened dough deep-fried in pig fat. It was the forerunner of the 
modern doughnut. One problem with the otherwise delectable snack was 
that the center wasn't always fully cooked. In 1847, a man named Hanson 
Gregory found a solution. Using a pepper shaker, he punched a hole in 
the middle of the dough, thus launching the shape that has endured until 
today. I bring this to your attention because I suspect you're at a comparable 
turning point. If all goes according to cosmic plan, you will make a key 
innovation that makes a pretty good thing even better. 

VIRGO (AUG 23-SEPT 22): I can't believe I'm going to quote 
pop star Selena Gomez. But according to my analysis of the current astrolog¬ 
ical omens, her simple, homespun advice could be especially helpful to you 
in the coming weeks. "Never look back," she says. "If Cinderella had looked 
back and picked up the shoe, she would have never found her prince." 
Just to be clear, Virgo, I'm not saying you'll experience an adventure that 
has a plot akin to the Cinderella fairy tale. But I do expect you will benefit 
from a "loss" as long as you're focused on what's ahead of you rather than 
what's behind you. 

LIBRA (SEPT 23-OCT 22): Among the pieces of jewelry worn 
by superstar Elvis Presley were a Christian cross and a Star of David. "I don't 
want to miss out on heaven due to a technicality," he testified. In that spirit, 
and in accordance with the astrological omens, I urge you, too, to cover all 
your bases in the coming weeks. Honor your important influences. Be extra 
nice to everyone who might have something to offer you in the future. 
Show your appreciation for those who have helped make you who you 
are. And be as open-minded and welcoming and multicultural as you can 
genuinely be. Your motto is "Embrace the rainbow." 

SCORPIO (OCT 23-NOV 21): Are you a gambling addict seeking 
power over your addiction? If you live in Michigan or Illinois, you can for¬ 
mally blacklist yourself from all casinos. Anytime your resolve wanes and 
you wander into a casino, you can be arrested and fined for trespassing. I 
invite you to consider a comparable approach as you work to free yourself 
from a bad habit or debilitating obsession. Enlist some help in enforcing your 
desire to refrain. Create an obstruction that will interfere with your ability 
to act on negative impulses. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22-DEC 21): "What is the point of 
being alive if you don't at least try to do something remarkable?" asks 
author John Green. I confess that I'm not entirely comfortable with this. It's 
a bit pushy. I find I'm more likely to do remarkable things if I'm not trying 
too hard to do remarkable things. Nevertheless, I offer it as one of your key 
themes for 2019.1 suspect you will be so naturally inclined to do remarkable 
things that you won't feel pressure to do so. Here's my only advice: Up the 
ante on your desire to be fully yourself, dream up new ways to give your 
most important gifts, explore all the possibilities of how you can express your 
soul's code with vigor and rigor. 

CAPRICORN (DEC 22-JAN 19): In the fairy tale "Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears," the young heroine rejects the options that are too 
puny and too excessive. She wisely decides that just enough is just right. I 
think she's a good role model for you. After your time of feeling somewhat 
deprived, it would be understandable if you were tempted to crave too 
much and ask for too much and grab too much. It would be understand¬ 
able, yes, but mistaken. For now, just enough is just right. 

AQUARIUS (JAN 20-FEB 18): In 1140, two dynasties were at 
war in Weinsberg, in what's now southern Germany. Conrad III, leader of the 
Hohenstaufen dynasty, laid siege to the castle at Weinsberg, headquarters 
of the rival Welfs dynasty. Things went badly for the Welfs, and just before 
Conrad launched a final attack, they surrendered. With a last-minute touch 
of mercy, Conrad agreed to allow the women of the castle to flee in safety 
along with whatever possessions they could carry. The women had an inge¬ 
nious response. They lifted their husbands onto their backs and hauled them 
away to freedom. Conrad tolerated the trick, saying he would stand by his 
promise. I foresee a metaphorically comparable opportunity arising for you, 
Aquarius. It won't be a life-or-death situation like that of the Welfs, but it will 
resemble it in that your original thinking can lead you and yours to freedom. 

PISCES (FEB 19-MARCH 20): The National Center for Bio¬ 
technology Information reported on a 15-year-old boy who had the notion 
that he could make himself into a superhero. First he arranged to get bitten 
by many spiders in the hope of acquiring the powers of Spider-Man. That 
didn't work. Next, he injected mercury into his skin, theorizing it might give 
him talents comparable to the Marvel Comics mutant character named 
Mercury. As you strategize to build your power and clout in 2019, Pisces, I 
trust you won't resort to questionable methods like those. You won't need 
to! Your intuition should steadily guide you, providing precise information 
on how to proceed. And it all starts now. 

Homework: Do a homemade ritual in which you vow to attract more bless¬ 
ings into your life. Report results at freewillastrology.com. 
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© Savage Love 

BY DAN SAVAGE 


Cringe and 
Purge 

I’m a 59-year-old man in good health. For 
basically my whole adult life. I’ve had this 
problem during intercourse with a woman 
of(l) being very quick to come and (2) hav¬ 
ing a too intense “cringey” sensation when 
I come. This has led to often going soft at 
the prospect of intercourse. This too-in- 
tense feeling makes me stop moving when 
I come, which is not satisfying at all. It 
doesn’t happen with hand jobs or oral sex— 
they feel fine and good. Is this a known phe¬ 
nomenon? And, most importantly, what 
can I do to get to a point where I can enjoy 
intercourse? This seriously messes up my 
enjoyment of sex and my confidence with 
women. One time, and only one time (out 
of many with a particular girlfriend), I had 
intercourse and it felt fine when I came, 
still thrusting, so I know it’s possible. I have 
been practicing with a Fleshlight, but it’s 
still painfully “cringey’’ when I come. It is 
not fun and rather depressing. 

He Always Really Dreads 
Penetration And Regrets This 

I shared your letter with Dr. Ashley Winter, 
a urologist in private practice in Portland, 
Oregon, and the cohost of The Full Release, 
a sex, health, and relationship podcast. 



Dr. Winter wanted to note 
that her comments are a 
general discussion of a 
medical topic and NOT 
individual medical ad¬ 
vice. She wanted me to 
emphasize this point— 
which she also empha¬ 
sizes at the top of her 
terrific podcast—because 
Dr. Winter is a responsible 
doctor and not a card-car¬ 
rying member of the Amal¬ 
gamated Advice Columnists 
of America. (Membership 
in the AACA entitles advice 
columnists to say pretty 
much whatever they want.) 

“There are three issues 
at play here,” said Dr. Win¬ 
ter. “First, the pain or 'cring¬ 
ey’ sensation only associated 
with vaginal and Fleshlight 
penetration. Second, being too 
quick to come. And third, erec¬ 
tile dysfunction. HARDPART 
insightfully suggests his ED may 
be related to his performance anx¬ 
iety as well as anticipated pain, and 
I would agree with this. I would add 
that his quick ej aculation is most likely 
also caused by a mix of ED and pain—the 
body adapts to pain and erection loss by let¬ 


ting the swimmers off the hook early.” 
But why do you experience this pain 
only during penetrative sex? What is 
it about PIV (penis in vagina) or PIF 
(penis in Fleshlight) that causes 
those painfully cringey feelings? 
“If he thrusts more during 
these activities than he does 
during oral or hand stimulation, 
I would expect that either pel¬ 
vic floor muscle dysfunction 
ora nerve issue related to the 
lower spine could be causing 
the flairs,” said Dr. Winter. “If 
he were my patient, I would 
want to know if he has less 
pain when his partner is on 
top, which would mean his 
pelvis is moving less. Also, does 
he have chronic low back pain? 
Bowel or bladder issues?” 

Dr. Winter and I continued 
to generally discuss the medical 
topics raised by your question, 
HARDPART, and we generally 
discussed—this is not, again, in¬ 
dividual medical advice, but a gen¬ 
eral discussion—two things someone 
with your particular issue might want to 
think about doing. First, a guy with your 
problem could try taking Viagra—or a re¬ 
lated drug—while also using apenis numb- 
joenewton ing spray. And a guy with your problem 
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should also have his pelvic floor checked 
out. A urologist can help a guy with a 
problem like yours determine if there’s 
something wrong with the complex web 
of muscles and nerves that crowd together 
around your junk and, if it is a pelvic floor 
issue, refer him to a pelvic floor physical 
therapist. 

Finally, a suggestion from me, the 
person with the AACA card: A guy with 
a problem like yours—a guy whose dick 
works a certain way and has worked that 
way for decades—could save himself the 
hassle of physical therapy and the side ef¬ 
fects of Viagra by accepting his dick and 
the way his dick works. There are women 
out there who prefer oral and outercourse 
to PIV, HARDPART, and you could bed 
those women with confidence. 

Follow Dr. Ashley Winter on Twitter 
@AshleyGWinter, and checkout TheFullRe- 
lease podcast, which she cohosts with come¬ 
dian Mo Mandel, at thefullreleasepod.com. 

I’m a mostly straight guy in my 40s and 
I'm married to a woman. I don’t know if it’s 
a midlife crisis or what, but I’ve decided that 
I want to get fucked in the ass once in my life. 
I will be visiting Hamburg soon, and it’s my 
understanding that sex work is legal in Ger¬ 
many. I want your help sorting out the legal, 
ethical, and practical issues. 

1. Legal issue. Paying for sex in Germany 
is legal, right? But even if sex work is legal, 
that doesn’t mean every sex worker is doing 
it voluntarily. I prefer people closer to my own 
age, and I imagine a 40-year-old sex worker 
is less likely to be exploited, right? What else 
can I do to ensure that I’m not with a traf¬ 
ficked individual? 

2. Ethical issue. After many years and 
many near-divorce situations, my wife and 
I have adopted a more tolerant (or more ap¬ 
athetic) posture toward each other. She has 
on several occasions told me that she doesn’t 
care who I fuck. While I haven’t acted on it, 
she has said it often enough that I believe 
her. We’ve talked about an open relationship, 
but she wasn’t enthusiastic. My best guess is 
that she doesn’t want to know if I do anything 
“gay," while also not wanting me to form any 
emotional attachments. Do I ask her again if 
she really doesn’t care who I fuck? Or do her 
previous statements suffice? 

3. Practical issues. Is a condom enough 
protection?How do I avoid things like her¬ 
pes and crabs? Other than emptying ye olde 
bowels, what other steps should I take before 
asking a male German escort to fuck me in 


the ass? And how do I ask? Google Translate 
suggests "Fick mich in den Arsch," which is 
an unappealing thing to say. Maybe there’s 
something sexier? 

Legal, Ethical, And Practical 

1. Sex work is, indeed, legal in Germany. 
You can minimize your chances of hiring 
someone who may not be doing sex work 
of their own free will by avoiding agen¬ 
cies and finding yourself an independent 
escort. But seeing as how you’re looking 
to hire a male in his 40s, LEAP, your odds 
of hiring someone doing sex work under 
duress are very, very low. 

2. The wife who lovingly and apatheti¬ 
cally tolerates your soon-to-be-fucked ass 
has already told you—and told you more 
than once—that she doesn’t care who you 
fuck. She also doesn’t want to know if you 
fuck someone else. Asking if she meant 
it immediately before flying off to Ham- 
burg-double-checking to make sure she 
really doesn’t care who you fuck—would 
basically mean telling her you know you’re 
going to fuck someone else in Fiamburg 
(and fuck them all “gay” and shit), and 
she’s already told you she doesn’t want to 
know. Taking her at her word, i. e., allowing 
her previous statements to suffice, is the 
right thing to do. 

3. A condom offers highly effective pro¬ 
tection from HIV, gonorrhea, syphilis, and 
chlamydia. For added protection, LEAP, 
ask your doctor about getting on PrEP, 
aka Truvada, before your trip. It’s a dai¬ 
ly pill that, once built up to full strength 
(roughly a week), provides highly effective 
protection against HIV infection. While 
condoms do provide some protection 
against herpes, neither condoms nor PrEP 
will save you from crabs. To make sure 
your one-and-only ass fucking goes well, 
empty ye olde bowels and then douche ye 
olde rectum. Since most German escorts, 
like most German everybodies, speak 
English, LEAP, there is no need for an 
English-to-German dictionary. Just say, 
“Fuck my ass, please.” ■ 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA.org 

ON THE LOVECAST 

The Atlantic’s Kate Julian on why the 
kids aren’t having sex: 
savagelovecast.com. 
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MARLINA GREEN 


Solstice Celebrations 

Winter officially begins with the solstice on 
Friday, December 21, but since it gets dark at 
4:30 p.m. these days, you might as well cele¬ 
brate early. This fortnight brings the Winter 
Solstice Night Market at Magnuson Park 
(Dec 7-8), where you can taste food and drink 
offerings from more than 100 local pop-ups 
and shop for gifts, as well as a Solstice Stroll 
at the lit-up Kruckeberg Botanic Garden in 
Shoreline (Dec 13-22), a Solstice Party at 
Mr. West with sparkling wine and live jazz 
(Thurs Dec 13), and a chance to explore the 
Pacific Bonsai Museum in the dark (bring 
a flashlight!) on Sunday, December 16. 

Light Displays 

In addition to continuing attractions like 
the buzzy Enchant Christmas at Safeco 
Field (through Dec 30), more major holi¬ 
day displays are lighting up the long nights. 
You could see the statues at the Olympic 
Sculpture Park surrounded by glowing lu- 
minarias at SAM Lights (Thurs Dec 13), 
walk among thousands of candles at the 
Green Lake Pathway of Lights (Sat Dec 
8), check out an immersive light display at 
Denny Park’s Snow Day (Dec 14-Jan 20), 
or enjoy carolers as you walk through lumi- 
naria-lit pathways at Volunteer Park’s Hol¬ 
iday in the Park (Thurs Dec 13). There are 
also opportunities to take in a light art show 
projected onto Pier 86’s 222-foot-tall grain 
terminal during Let There Be Light (Dec 
7-9 & 14-21), celebrate Hanukkah with a 
giant menorah lighting (and a hamburger) 


THE BIG & THE OBVIOUS 


at Westlake Park’s Light Up the Night - 

Burger Fest (Thurs Dec 6), watch glowing 
vessels light up South Lake Union during the 
Christmas Ship Parade of Boats (Fri Dec 
14), and check out the Woodland Park Zoo’s 
WildLights with more than 200 lighted 
monkeys, and local art during the Phinney- 
Wood Phestivus celebration (Fri Dec 14). 

Holiday Markets 

It’s peak holiday shopping season, and luck¬ 
ily for those who prefer to shop small, there 
are more holiday markets this year than 
there is space to print here. Your biggest 
options include the Renegade Craft Fair 
at Magnuson Park (Dec 15-16), the South 
Lake Union Winter Market at Amazon 
Van Vorst Plaza (Dec 5-6), the Handmade 
Holiday Market at Second Use (Sat Dec 
8), the Black Owl Market at Fred Wildlife 
Refuge (Sun Dec 9), the Sodo Flea Holi¬ 
day Market (Sat Dec 15), the Northwest 
African American Museum Holiday 
Market (Sat Dec 8), the United Indians 
Art Market at Daybreak Star Indian Cul¬ 
tural Center (Dec 15-16), and the Fremont 
Sunday Market’s Winter Feast Holiday 
Bazaar (Sun Dec 16). If you’re shopping 
for art lovers specifically, check out Seattle 
Design Center’s Art Under $100 (Sat Dec 
8), Party Hat’s Gift Hole (Dec 6 & 21), the 
Inscape Open House (Sat Dec 8), Equinox 
Studios’ Very Open House (Sat Dec 8), and 
Ghost Gallery’s Holiday Mini Art Exhibit 
(Dec 13-Feb 10). 


Santa Visits 

It’s never been easier to see Santa in Seat¬ 
tle—with SantaCon (the massive annual 
bar crawl wherein booze-guzzlers in red 
suits flood downtown watering holes) on 
the horizon (Sat Dec 15), the jolly guy can 
be spotted around every corner. Santa will 
also be drinking beer and snapping photos 
with adults at Stoup Brewing (Tues Dec 
11), Peddler Brewing (Sun Dec 16), and 
Norm’s Eatery & Alehouse (Tues Dec 
18). For family-friendly alternatives to the 
mall, watch as Mr. and Mrs. Claus arrive at 
the Museum of Flight in an airplane during 
Santa’s Landing (Sat Dec 15), meet Black 
Santa at the Northwest African American 
Museum (Dec 9-16), hang out with him in 
his woodsiest form at Filson (Sat Dec 15), or 
see him walk the plank at the Bothell Coun¬ 
try Village Shops’ Santa Arrgh-rival: A 
Pirate X-Mas (Sat Dec 8). 

Festive Concerts 

Looking to celebrate musically? You’re in 
luck. There will be several productions of 
Handel’s Messiah including ones present¬ 
ed by the Seattle Symphony Chorale (Dec 
14-16 at Benaroya Hall) and Orchestra Se¬ 
attle and Seattle Chamber Singers (Sat Dec 
15 at the First Free Methodist Church). If 
you need a heartwarming all-ages outing, 
KEXP will host its lively Deck the Dock 
party on Pier 66 (Sun Dec 9), and the iconic 
A Charlie Brown Christmas score will 
be performed at the Royal Room (Mon Dec 
17) and the Cornish Playhouse (Sun Dec 9). 


Rock and pop will be represented as well, 
by groups like Death Cab for Cutie (playing 
WaMu Theater’s Deck the Hall Ball on 
Tues Dec 11), the Seattle Men’s Chorus (Jin¬ 
gle All the Way at Benaroya Hall on Dec 9, 
16 & 20-23), and the University of Wash¬ 
ington Chorale (with Tony DeSare and Ca- 
pathia Jenkins at Benaroya’s Holiday Pops 
Dec 7-9). Other popular options include the 
32nd Annual Great Figgy Pudding Car¬ 
oling Competition (Fri Dec 7 at Westlake 
Park) and the KEXP Yule Benefit with 
Moby and members of the PNB Orchestra 
(Thurs Dec 6 at McCaw Hall). 


Short 

List 

Gingerbread Village 

Sheraton Hotel, $5 sug¬ 
gested, through Jan 1 
Jingle Bell Run 
Westlake Park, Sun Dec 9, 
7-11 am,$40-$75 

Pioneer Square 
Howlidays 

Occidental Square, Sun 
Dec 9,12-3 pm, free 


SeaJam Festival 

Stroum Jewish 
Community Center, Dec 
8-9,12-9 pm, $5-$75 

Seattle Festival of Trees 

Fairmont Olympic Hotel, 
free, through Dec 26 

Snowflake Lane 

Bellevue Collection, 7 pm, 
free, through Dec 24 

Weekend of Wizardry 

Hotel Murano, Dec 6-9, 
$40-$395 
Winterfest 
Seattle Center, free, 
through Jan 6 


Early Warnings 


INDULGENCE NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH MoPOP, Mon 
Dec 31,8:30 pm-1:30 am, $69/$350 


SPECTRA 2019 Pacific Science Center, Mon Dec 31, 
9 pm, $125/$250 
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party, you can show off your stuff with a great selection 
of beer, wine, mead & distilled spirits. 


Shopping local matters. 
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Hierophant Meadery is a family owned winery specializing 
in botanically infused honey wines. Our mission is to build 
an economy for sustainably produced honey and encourage 
the implementation of herbal cash crops in the Northwest. 






Find us at Seattle area Farmers Markets or visit us online for 
a full list of retailers and to view our tasting calendar. 


HIEROPHANTMEADERY.COM 


509 . 294.0134 




FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST 


60 ROTATING TAPS 
HEATED PATIO 
BREWERY EVENTS 


THE GY FT 
SHOP J5 WELL- 


V* Vj 


8500 Lake City Way ss 

| 


o STOCKED POP 
n WE HOLIDAYS 


I I T 1' I ' ^ ^*** p" Gi'vr (Jic- i/iji □/owutd winnmg ipini*. 
!lCl\l 1 C. HOC HOC Copilot HIM 


DISTILLING Q? 


H E PITAGE DESTIL LJNG.CO M 


PARTY SPACES * BOTTLE SHOP 
KID & DOG FRIENDLY * KEG SALES 


2641 Will am Bite Dr ME. Suite □. Lacey. WA 9S516 
360.g90.d&27 Wed-Sun 12 6pm 
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HOLIDAY CHEERS 
IN EVERY BOTTLE. 


BEST OF I' MF.NV/ DOUBLE COLD AWARDED WHISKEY 
+G3N -VODKA *B1EE SCHNAPPS * AQUAVIT 
OUR TASTING ROOM IS DOC h CHILD FRIENDLY 
TOURS & TASTINGS AVAILABLE 
GINL12.La.gy '■ CUSTOM GIN MAKING CLASS 
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Imbibe in Style 

Home Bar Essentials for the Cocktail Connoisseur 


Invite friends over and re-create some of your favorite cocktails from the comfort of your own home. For whiskey 
and aged spirits lovers, a decanter is a must: 1 TDC Laurelhurst decanter, $129.95; 2 Seattle Diamond decanter, 
$124.95-179.95. Some designer lines even offer matching glassware: 5 Waterford Lismore decanter, $395; 

4 Waterford Lismore old-fashioned glasses, $225/pair. Serve it on the rocks with style: 3 Match double old 
fashioned glass, $75 each. No home bar is complete without a stylish shaker: 6 Bullet Cocktail shaker, $25. 
Details make all the difference in a contemporary home: 9 chained ice bucket, $199.95; 8 horn handle tray, 
$124.95. Serve your cocktail creations with a natural twist: 7 natural geode coasters, $24.95 each. 


All items available 
for purchase at 


: Tr\iaiH\ Dr Clue 


« » - 


1124 1st Ave Seattle, WA 98101 
timothydecluecollection.com 
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Z01B SODO 
HOLIDAY TASTING 

SANTA CLAUS * DICKENS CAROLE RS*MARIACHI MONAffCAS 


Our annual SODO Holiday Wim Tasting is upon us. 

This year we have more wines, more music, ami a ton of spirit. 

Each tasting mom will offer special wines to taste 
either from turret or a special pour T along with tasty nibbles, 
and holiday decor to the nines! Everyone is welcome to join 
hr on the very metty shenanigans. 


12 TO B PM SUNDAY DECEMBER 18 
SODO UflBANWOflKS. 3331 1ST AYE SOUTH, SEATTLE 
REGULAR TASTING FEES WAIVED WITH BOTTLE PURCHASE 


LATTA WINES*KERLOO CELLARS*NINE HATS VINES* 
PATTERSON CELLARS *RGTIE CELLARS *SLEIBHT OF HAND* 
STRUCTURE CELLARS * WATERS WINER Y 
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TASTING ROOM HOURS 

Thur & Fri: 4-7 PM 

Sat: 1-6 PM & By Appointment 


i in f/ie 


cloudliUJceliars 


t Jni/vY. 




T'Oi&an TOut&iy! ' 

Tasting Room Hours: 

Sat & Sun, 12-5 

312 S Lucile St. 

206 622 2004 £ 

cloudlift.net 


BEER FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
FOR ALL YOUR FESTIVE NEEDS! 


Mention this ad and 
get a free sticker 
with purchase! 


^routocfs (Cafe 


64 DRAFT BEERS, 400 BOTTLES & 
OVER 100 SCOTCH/WHISKEYS 

Upcoming Euents 


SMALL BOUTIQUE FEMALE RUN 
WINERY IN THE HEART OF SODO 


1001 local Washington wine from Washington’s top vineyards 


HOLIDAY SPECIAL 

20X off 2 and 4 Packs of our signature Malbec 

and Bordeaux Red Wine. 2011 Isabella and Logan 

(see winery for details) 


;i 

Full Throttle Bottles 

"The best damn bottle shop and beer bar south of skid row" 
5909 Airport Way S., Georgetown, Seattle • (206)763-2079 


— Upcoming Euents: — 

12/12-CHAINLINE ANTIPODAL 
PILS CANS & DRAFT RELEASE 


OPEN: SUN-WED 11AM-8PM, 

4 THU 11AM-9PM, FRI-SAT 11AM-11PM 
1710 N.45TH ST.-WALLINGFORD 
(2061 633-BEER 


CX L» 


STARTS 12/6 & RUNS ALL WEEKEND! 

OPEN: SUN-THU 11AM-12AM 
FRI-SAT 11AM-2AM 
400 N.45TH ST.-FREMONT 
bttoutDcttscafc.com 


^ THE P 


Sexy, Sensational Languedoc wines 
Female winemakers, organic, 
biodynamic, sparkling and more... 

Pick up in Georgetown - Ship as gifts nationwide 




fullthrottlebottles.com 

k. .. • l k * ■ 




48 Taps 400+ beer, Wine & Cider 
Large Outdoor Deck great for parties Kids’ Play Area 
Family & Dog Friendly Lil Woody’s & Southside Pizza onsite! 
LOCATED IN THE HEART OF WHITE CENTER 

COMING SOON TO TACOMA ^ 

9801 16TH AVE. SW - SEATTLE ^ 

206-453-3088 BEERSTARUSA.COM 




QUALITY GIFT IDEAS FOR THE BEER, 
WINE & CIDER LOVER ON YOUR LIST! 
YOUR DESTINATION FOR 

* HOLIDAY GATHERINGS OF ALL TYPES a 
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Drag Show 

Margie Livingston dragged her new paintings 
facedown through downtown Bellevue. 

BY JASMYNE KEIMIG 


ragging a painting down the 
road is a comic gesture turned 
dark,” artist Margie Livingston 
tells me. "Originally, I intended 
to harm a painting, so I could 
explore the rich potential of mending it. 
Enacting this gesture was more powerful 
than I anticipated.” This process by which 
these finished paintings come together, this 
dragging, is the focus of Livingston’s solo 
show Extreme Landscape Painting at Greg 
Kucera Gallery. 

The Seattle-based artist fastens long 
straps to a canvas or wooden panel, which is 

MARGIE LIVINGSTON: usually covered in sev- 

EXTREME LANDSCAPE eral alternating layers 

PAINTING ofgouache and acrylic 

Greg Kucera Gallery paint Livingston then 

Through Dec 22 

attaches the straps to 
a harness inspired by those worn by body 
builders for strength training, and drags the 
painting facedown behind her across vary¬ 
ing environments, like hiking trails, city 
parks, and asphalt roads. 

There is something powerful, almost spir¬ 
itual, about her work. The caustic character 
of her dragged paintings appears to reveal 
something through the eroded layers. It 
would be easy to imagine someone claim¬ 
ing to see the face of a divine being or spirit 
in them, such is their resemblance to holy 
water stains and the burnt surfaces of toast. 

But maybe the figure revealed is nature it¬ 
self; the lands cape not being forged by Living¬ 




COURTESY OF GREG KUCERA GALLERY 

One of Livingston’s paintings and the harness she used to drag it around. 


ston’s own hand but forging itself, a landscape 
created through destruction, disintegration. If 
you get close enough to DAYHIKE: RATTLE¬ 
SNAKE LEDGE, 2018 or DAY HIKE: LAKE 
QUINAULT, 2018, little blades of grass and 
dirt are visible, nestled amid the paint, making 


themselves known. Looking back at you. 

Taking up the bulk of the entry gallery 
wall space is Livingston’s 55 LAPS, a piece 
commissioned by Bellwether 2018, Bellev¬ 
ue’s annual arts festival. For 10 days, the 
artist harnessed 10 panels, all prepared the 


exact same way, to her body and dragged 
them around Bellevue Downtown Park. She 
did a total of 55 laps and 27.5 miles. On the 
first day, the first panel was dragged around 
once; the second day, the second panel 
twice; the third day/panel, thrice; and so on, 
with the tenth panel on the tenth day being 
dragged for 10 laps. (It does add up to 55, 
unbelievably, I had to do the math myself.) 

The results of this performance are fas¬ 
cinating. Presented in a series format, each 
progressive panel is more eroded but dis¬ 
tinct from the previous panels, proving that 
nothing can be dragged in the same way. The 
only exception is the third panel: On the third 
day, it rained, and Livingston says water was 
more effective in helping the painting’s ero¬ 
sion than the dragging itself. 

A TV screen in the corner of the gallery 
playing videos of Livingston “in action” en¬ 
sures that this physical element of her work 
isn’t lost. Still, the image of a woman drag¬ 
ging something behind her in a public space 
seems bizarre and even shameful—a meta¬ 
phor for the emotionalbaggage we carry with 
us made real. 

“Shame envisions judgment from others, 
presumes an audience, and complicates the 
relationships between performer, witness, 
and participant,” Livingston writes in her 
artist statement. And though shame un¬ 
derpins the work she does in this show, her 
extreme method of creating these pieces is 
something to be deeply admired. ■ 


Top Picks 

PEC 6-JAN 5 

‘Artifacts from the Multiverse’ 

Filmed partly in the Hoh Rain Forest and partly 
in Seattle, sci-fi flick Prospect transformed the 
luscious Pacific Northwest into an alien landscape. 
As a father and daughter hunt for valuable gems on 
a distant moon, the duo encounter danger and the 
threat of total isolation as they scavenge for these 
precious objects. Glassbox Gallery will be exhibiting 
props, costumes, and “alternate realities” from the 
award-winning film. Let your imagination run wild 
and picture yourself walking through Cal Anderson 
Park in a futuristic space suit, digging under the 
plastic turf looking for gems that will fetch a high 
price at any intergalactic market of your fancy in 
some reality parallel to this one. ( Glassbox Gallery, 
Thurs-Sat, 12-5 pm, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 

Laura Hamje: ‘53 Views of the 
Alaskan Way Viaduct’ 

When the Alaskan Way Viaduct closes next year, 
the city’s most accessible elevated westward view 


goes with it. I've been practicing nostalgia for that 
loss over the past couple of years, not minding when 
traffic slows and I’m stuck staring at Elliott Bay and 
the Olympic Mountains in the distance. Seattle artist 
Laura Hamje’s paintings in various mediums-from 
oil on linen to gouache on paper-are snapshots of 
all the different swoops, curves, and pillars of the 
65-year-old roadway. Based in part on Japanese 
artist Hiroshige Ando's early-19th-century wood¬ 
block series 53 Stations of the Tokaldo, the series 
captures the structure in its many moods-from 
the darkened and rainy, to the bright flashes of light 
puncturing shadows. All of the views are from the 
perspective of how we will remember the viaduct 
the most: through a windshield. ( Bryan Ohno Gal¬ 
lery, Wed-Sat, 12:30-5:30 pm, free.) KATIE KURTZ 

PEC 7-JAM 6 

D. Allan Drummond: ‘Curiosity’ 

I remember when I first watched The Mummy as 
a child, I was completely terrified by the scenes of 
bewitched scarabs crawling under some unfortunate 
person's skin and eating them alive from the inside. 
Yuck. And even though I know scarabs and prehistoric 
trilobites have basically nothing to do with each other, 
looking at D. Allan Drummond’s bronze-cast rendering 
of the now extinct marine creature brings up a lot of 


childhood 
body horror 
for me-and 
fascination. 
In the 
University 
of Chicago 
professor’s 
first show, 
Drummond 

will be presenting a mounted installation of his 3-D 
printed trilobite sculptures, which visitors are encour¬ 
aged to remove and inspect for themselves. Careful 
they don’t crawl under your skin, though. (Roq La Rue, 
Wed-Sun, 12-6 pm, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 

THURS PEC 13 

Jean Nagai: ‘With Spirits’ 

What does inspiration look like every day? What 
does creativity look like every day? Expression? 
Experimentation? Los Angeles-based artist Jean 
Nagai recently tackled these questions, embarking 
on a “100 paintings/100 days” project, commit¬ 
ting himself to painting something every day for 
100 days. Nagai’s colorfully hypnotic work is 
atmospheric and meditative, mirroring natural oc¬ 



currences like sunsets, horizons, and oceans while 
also resembling someone’s captive aura. Select 
efforts from his “100 days” project as well as other 
large-scale paintings will be on display at this show 
guest-curated by Seattle artist Anthony White. 

(The Factory, 6-11 pm, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 

S - j angtrThingsTC'Dti .ca m 



Short List 


MUSEUMS 

Claire Partington: 

Taking Tea 

Seattle Art Museum, Dec 7- 
Dec 6,2020, Wed-Sun, $25 

GALLERIES 

Everyone’s Floored 

The Alice, Dec 8-Jan19, 
Sat, free 


Genevieve St. Charles: 
FR00T by Goldsuit 

FoodArt Collection, Thurs 
Dec 13,5-9 pm, free 

Laura Castellanos: 
Bodega (Love Materials) 

ArtXchange, Dec 6- 
Jan 26,Tues-Sat, free 


Early Warnings 


ANTHONY WHITE: SMOKE AND MIRRORS Greg 
Kucera Gallery, Jan 3-Feb 16, free 
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THINGS TO DO -► Performance 


Attention, Bon Iver Fans 

You have two chances to see Justin Vernon’s world-class, 
cross-discipline collaboration with TU Dance. 

BY CHASE BURNS 



. . . JAYME HALBRITTER 

Come Through is a gorgeous, dizzying fusion of talents. 


or many people, Bon Iver came out 
of nowhere. 

“How the hell did he win an award 
over Nicki Minaj and J. Cole with¬ 
out no one ever hearing about his 
raggedy ass?” someone tweeted after the 
band won the 2012 Grammy Award for best 
new artist. As Justin Vernon trotted up to the 
stage wearing a tweed suit that looked like it 
came from a public-school math teacher’s 
closet, Bon Iver, his indie 
band, skyrocketed on Goo¬ 
gle search. 

Thousands of people, 
mishearing the band’s 
name (which comes from 
the French phrase bon hiver, meaning “good 
winter”), famously tweeted: “Who the fuck is 
Bonny Bear?” It was a good question. But Ver¬ 
non, an experimental multi-instrumentalist 
with a surprising falsetto, hadn’t come out 
of nowhere. He’d just come from Wisconsin. 

In 2012, the musical landscape was flood¬ 
ed with whiny indie folk bands and Fleet 
Foxes copycats, but Bon Iver stood out. Their 
songs were stranger. Vernon sang with a 
distinct choirboy-esque whistle that could, 
seemingly in a moment, grow to a howl that 
sounded like it came from a man who’d been 
through a very, very bad breakup. 


But the most remarkable thing about Ver¬ 
non was his unflinching Midwesternness: 
His songs had references to rural Minneso¬ 
ta and Wisconsin towns with populations in 
the thousands; he made Bon Iver’s first album 
while locked away in a rural cabin during 
winter; and his life and work more closely 
resembled Midwestern poets like Michael 


Perry and Louis Jenkins, men who made art 
about cows, than a Grammy winner. 

He had no interest in building a career in 
Los Angeles or New York City. Instead, he 
created from April Base, a recording studio 
outside of his hometown of Eau Claire, Wis¬ 
consin. The creation of April Base mirrored 
that of Paisley Park, Prince’s recording studio 


outside of Minneapolis. The two studios are 
only an hour and a half drive away from each 
other, depending on how icy the roads are. 

In November of 2012, nine months af¬ 
ter scoring big at the Grammys, Bon Iver 
suddenly announced that they would stop 
touring. The band wouldn’t reappear on the 
international scene until four years later, 
with their cryptic and critically acclaimed 
album 22, A Million. 

The story was that Vernon disappeared 
after 2012. But if you asked any music fan 
who lived between Eau Claire and Minne¬ 
apolis, they’d tell you Vernon never stopped 
working. In fact, he’s been making world- 
class cross-disciplinary art collaborations 
for years. You just have to travel into “flyover 
country” to see them. 

Come Through, Bon Iver’s collaboration 
with Saint Paul-based contemporary dance 
company TU Dance, is a perfect example of 
the work Vernon has been up to, and it’s com¬ 
ing to Seattle for two nights. 

The collaboration features new songs 
from Bon Iver and choreography from Uri 
Sands. Based on its performance videos, 
Come Through is a gorgeous, dizzying fusion 
of talents that closely mirrors the more ex¬ 
perimental parts of 22, A Million. Seattle is 
lucky Vernon has decided to tour it. ■ 



BON IVER&TU 
DANCE: COME 
THROUGH 

Dec 5-6, 

Paramount Theatre, 
8pm,$35-$125 


Top Picks 

DEC 6-9 

Okwui Okpokwasili: 

‘Poor People’s TV Room’ 

Okwui Okpokwasili just won a MacArthur genius 
grant for “creating multidisciplinary performance 
pieces that draw viewers into the interior lives of 
women of color, particularly those of African and 
African American women, whose stories have 
long been overlooked and rendered invisible.” The 
experimental Igbo American performer-artist-writer 
straight out of the Bronx presents more of the 
same in Poor People’s TVRoom, which illuminates 
connections between the work of Nigerian women 
activists in the 20th and 21st centuries. Okpokwasi- 
li’s dancing is mesmerizing, almost ecstatic at times, 
as if she’s channeling movements from different 
people across time and space. When asked in a re¬ 
cent ICA Boston interview about this show, she said, 
“The audience should expect to see, I hope, ghosts.” 
(On the Boards, $10-$70.) RICH SMITH 

THURS PEC 13 

GinaYashere 

The Daily Show's UK correspondent is a high-energy 
stand-up comedian who gets charmingly bawdy and 
bodily-function-obsessed amid her wry observations 


about race. A significant portion of her act derives 
from her humorous experiences traveling around the 
world as a black lesbian of English Nigerian descent. 
As an English native who’s lived in America, Yashere 
offers many acute, hilarious observations about the 
two countries, including why she prefers US racism 
over the more discreet British type. She leverages 
some amazing lemons-into-lemonade alchemy in her 
sets. ( Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, $19/$24.) DAVE SEGAL 

PEC 14-16 

‘Merce 100: Seattle Artists 
Respond to Merce’ 

Merce Cunningham grew up in Centralia, 
Washington, and rose to become one of the most 
important choreographers in American history. He 
fucked with everything, taking what he pleased 
from modern, classical, and other dance traditions 
to create something new and often challenging. 
Celebrate Cunningham’s considerable contribu¬ 
tion to the genre (and his 100th birthday) with 
some of our local talents, including Donald Byrd, 
Christiana Axelsen, Kate Wallich, Thomas House, 
Amy J Lambert, Ella Mahler, Daniel Edward 
Roberts (from the Cunningham Company) with 
Victoria Watts, and Louis Gervais. Poet Maya 
Sonenberg, Thunderpussy frontwoman Molly 
Sides, and others will also be around to offer an 
artful word or two. (Velocity Dance Center, 

7:30 pm, $20/$25.) RICH SMITH 


CLPSING SUN PEC 16 

‘Veils’ 

Lia Sima Fakhouri directs Tom Coash’s play about a 
black American Muslim who, during a study-abroad 
trip to Cairo, starts a blog about the practice of veiling 
with a non-veiled Egyptian woman. Protests related 
to the coming Arab Spring, different approaches to 
feminism, and pretty shocking acts of violence-one 
of the characters is forced to take a “virginity test”- 
strains the burgeoningfriendship and the hopes of 
finding common ground between US and Egyptian 
Muslims. (West of Lenin, $25.) RICH SMITH 

CLPSING SUN JAN 13 

‘Wonderland’ 

There are few cuter Seattle nights than those spent 
at the Can Can. Divided into three short acts that 


make up a brisk 90-minute show, each part of the 
Can Can’s wintertime cabaret Wonderland gets pro¬ 
gressively naughtier, although the most scandalous 



thing you’ll see is a jock-strapped ass and bare tits 
covered by pasties. The show has danger, but it’s 
often found in the cancan lines that occur mere feet 
from audience members’ dinner salads. ( Can Can, 
Wed-Sun, 7 and 9:30 pm, $40+.) CHASE BURNS 


Sira ngorThi 'igsTuD u iti 


Short List 


Acrobatic Conundrum: 
The Fig Tree Waltzes 

12th Avenue Arts, Dec 7-16, 
Thurs-Sun, $24-$100 

Conan & Friends: An 
Evening of Stand-Up 
and Investment Tips 

Moore Theatre, Tues Dec 
11,8 pm, $125-$848 

Dina Martina Christmas 
Show 

ACT Theatre, Dec 6-24, 
$27-$47 

Disney’s The Lion King 

Paramount Theatre, 
Dec13-Jan6, $75+ 


George Balanchine’s 
‘The Nutcracker’ 

McCaw Hall, $28-$212, 
through Dec 28 

Grand Opening: Seattle 
Opera’s New Civic Home 

Opera Center, Sat Dec 15, 
2-5 pm, free 

Scott Shoemaker’s 
War on Christmas 

Re-bar, Dec 7-23, Thurs- 
Sun, 8 pm, $25/$30 

Theater Anonymous: 

It’s a Wonderful Life 

Cornish Playhouse at 
Seattle Center, Sat Dec 8, 
8 pm,$25/$48 


Early Warnings 


SAVION GLOVER’S ALL FUNK’D UP, THE CONCERT 

Moore Theatre Sat Dec 22,8 pm, $37-$67 


MOISTURE FESTIVAL NEW YEAR’S EVE EXTRAVA¬ 
GANZA Hale's Palladium, Mon Dec 31, 8 pm, $75 
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THINGS TO DO -► Books & Talks 


Sunday, December 9 at 7pm 


All About Trolls 

A UW professor offers a complete history of 
Scandinavia’s mythical beasts. 

BY RICH SMITH 



An illustration by John Bauer (1882-1918) depicting ghoulish trolls and a kid. 



Adib Khorram 

in conversation with 

Shaun David Hutchinson 

Author of 

Darius The Great 
Is Not Okay 


THIRD Get recommendations from your 
01 linr favorite booksellers and complimentary 
r L AL t gift wrapping at Third Place Books! 


BOOKS 5041 Wilson Ave S • (206) 474-2200 


W hen I ask Professor Lotta Gavel 
Adams to compare internet 
trolls to the Nordic monsters 
she’s loved since she was a 
Swedish schoolgirl, I can hear 
the disgust in her voice. 

"Internet trolls are not trolls!” she tells 
me. “Though online trolls are also forces of 
evil and chaos, they are really just human be¬ 
ings who are trying to cause trouble. If they 
don’t eat snails or frogs or live in a cave, then 
they don’t deserve the name ‘troll.’” 

She would know. Gavel Adams, profes¬ 
sor emeritus and Barbro Osher Endowed 
Professor of Swedish 


TROLLS IN THE NORDIC 
IMAGINATION: SCARY, 
CLUMSY, AND LOVABLE 

Thurs Dec 13, Nordic 
Museum, 7 pm, free 


Studies at University 
of Washington, has 
spent her entire aca¬ 
demic career publish¬ 
ing scholarship and 
teaching classes about the trolls inhabiting 
Scandinavian literature and folklore. In her 
hands, the subject is much more interesting 
than the digital parlor game of a bunch of 
idiots on the internet. 

Or at least she’ll make that case at the Nor¬ 
dic Museum on Thursday, December 13, in a 
"short, snappy, entertaining” lecture called 
“Trolls in the Nordic Imagination: Scary, 
Clumsy, and Lovable.” Her talk is part of an 
ongoing lecture series at the museum. 

I am, as they say, here for this. 

Stories about trolls have existed for centu¬ 
ries in Nordic folklore, but Gavel Adams ar¬ 
gues that their literary function has changed 
radically over time. Before the mid-1800s, 
tales about the giant creatures were told 
around campfires in Scandinavian farming 
communities. They were aimed at adults, 
largely meant to frighten and entertain vil¬ 


lagers who would regularly get lost in the 
dark, dense forests of the north country. 

The trolls in these folktales were scary 
monsters who liked to eat human babies and 
the occasional goat. In many of the stories— 
such as Three Billy Goats Gruff or The boy, the 
troll and the porridge-eating contest—& lazy 
kid or a clever goat wanders into the forest, 
encounters a troll, outfoxes it, and escapes 
with a bounty. 

In the mid-1800s, that conception began to 
change. After the Napoleonic Wars redrewthe 
borders of Europe, Gavel Adams says, leaders 
in Nordic countries were plunged into an iden¬ 
tity crisis. What did it really mean to be Finn¬ 
ish? What did it really mean to be Swedish? 

They found their answer in the folk nar¬ 
ratives of their countries, and they started 
sending people out into the backwoods to 
collect the stories that rural people were 
telling each other. Shortly after that, the 
industrial revolution came to the Nordic 
countries, which, among other things, led 
to mandatory schooling. 

Teachers needed material to teach 
young students, and authors and illustra¬ 
tors rushed to fill that need. Artists like 
John Bauer and Theodor Kittelsen ended 
up collecting the recently revived folktales 
from the hinterlands and illustrating them 
for kids, making them softer and less scary 
than they were before. That’s how the first 
visual depictions of trolls came to be. 

In novels like Johanna Sinisalo’s Troll: A 
Love Story and films like Ali Abbasi’s Border, 
contemporary Scandinavian artists are tak¬ 
ing trolls in a new direction. They’re scary 
again, but now they’re scary with a purpose. 
Gavel Adams will illuminate that purpose for 
her audience at the Nordic Museum. ■ 



OFFICIAL AIRLINE 


f//f CONCERT 


DECEMBER 22 
1 MOORE 


A DELTA I rara FA (800) 982-2787 -STGPRESENTS.ORG I CH6 mOORS 


GROUP, Tickets available at Ticketmaster.com 
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Town Hall is back 
in a neighborhood 
near you this winter! 



Tickets are on sale now. 




SEATTLE HUMAN 
RIGHTS DAY 


12/6,5:30pm. Free. 

A focus on intersectionality. 

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
Discovery Center: 44-0 5th Ave N 


RANDY SHAW 


12/6,7:30pm. $5. 

A generation priced out of 
the new urban America. 

The Summit on Pike: 1120 E Pike St 


CASPAR BABYPANTS 


12/8-9,10:30am & 12:30pm. Free-$5. 

Catchy sing-along tunes 
for kids- and their adults. 

Bloedel Hall at St. Marks [12/81: 

1245 10th Ave E 
Westside School [12/91: 

10404 3th Ave SW 


A ROGUE’S CHRISTMAS 


12/9,6:00pm. $5-$15. 

A Town Hall Tradition! 

Taproot Theatre: 204 N 85th St 


MARC FREEDMAN 


12/10,7:30pm. $5. 

How to live forever. 

Phinney Center: 6532 PhinneyAve N 


AVERY KIRO CHRISTMAS 


12/11,7:30pm. $5-$15. 

Live radio theatre 
for the holidays. 

Seattle First Baptist Church: 
1111 Harvard Ave 


JONATHAN WEISMAN 


1/17,7:30pm. $5-$15. 

(((Semitism))): 

Being Jewish in the 
Age of Trump. 

Stroum Jewish Community Center 
[Mercer Island!: 3801 E Mercer Way 


MOZART BIRTHDAY TOAST 


1/27,7:00pm. $10-$15. 

An evening of classical favorites. 
Seattle First Baptist Church: 

1111 Harvard Ave 


TOWN-HALL 

SEATTLE 


WWW.TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG 




December 22, 2018 

5pm-9pm 

Luxurious Neo Soul dinner & 
dessert over a soothing concert 
of original jazz and soul music 
by singer/songwriter Mark Lilly 

Tickets $25 

on sale until December 19th ; , 

www. B ea u tifu j Rowe rf u I Love, co m 

Langston Hughes Performing Arts Institute 
104 17th Ave S Seattle WA 98144 

/ - . j . . ■' V 
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LANGSTON 

CULTIVATING BLACK BRILLIANCE 




Top MA P Sr-3 TD 

CAPiTvLHU. LAdTh/AL#. CUM 
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Top Picks 

FRIPEC 7 

Martha Brockenbrough: 
‘Unpresidented’ 

One of the most annoying recurring questions 
spurred by Donald Trump’s presidency is “How do 
I tell my kids about X! Or Y! Or pussy grabbing?!" 
Seattle-based YA novelist Martha Brockenbrough's 
Unpresidented, a new biography of the president, 
will go some way in helping answer those questions. 
Her history of Trump’s life, which is aimed at younger 
readers, goes all the way back to the Drumpfs. She 
follows the family’s immigration to the United States 
and tracks their crooked rise to power. She chronicles 
the dark days of 2016, and the even darker days that 
have come since, creating a useful timeline of rage-in¬ 
ducing events that are difficult to remember because 
they keep getting eclipsed by other rage-inducing 
events. (University Book Store, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH 

SUN DEC 9 

‘Z-Sides: Poetry Tastemakers’ 

Jekeva Phillips has been all over the place. Earlier in 
the fall, she helped run Lit Crawl Seattle, which was 
well attended again this year. A few months before 
that, she ran Bibliophilia, a summer festival that 
pairs Seattle writers with improv performers to cre¬ 
ate a series of readings you actually want to attend. 
And now she’s launchinganewTV series, pro¬ 
duced by Word Lit Zine (which she also runs) and 
Seattle Colleges Cable Television (which is maybe 
the only thing she doesn’t run). Shell be hosting a 
screening of the show, which features Washington 
State poet laureate Claudia Castro Luna, Seattle 
civic poet Anastacia-Renee, and youth poet 
laureate Lily Baumgart. Phillips promises that each 
show will present “Seattle’s best and brightest as 
you have never seen them before.” (Northwest Film 
Forum, 7:30 pm, $12.) RICH SMITH 

TUES PEC II 

Jay Rubin: ‘Penguin Book of 
Japanese Short Stories’ 

In his introduction, Haruki Murakami describes this 
anthology as “an unconventional selection of works 


by an unusual assortment of writers.” He’s not 
lying. In addition to gems from greats like Jun’ichiro 
Tanizaki, RyGnosuke Akutagawa, and Yukio Mishi- 
ma, editor Jay Rubin has included some genuinely 
bizarre stories, such as YGten Sawanishi’s “Filling 
Up with Sugar,” which is about a mother who 
turns into sugar, vagina first. Or Shin’ichi Hoshi’s 
“Shoulder-Top Secretary,” which is about a town 
where people speak to each other through robotic 
parrots perched atop their shoulders. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH 

WED PEC 12 

Seattle Think & Drink: 

‘The State of Journalism’ 

Humanities Washington hosts a series of moder¬ 
ated conversations about “provocative topics and 
new ideas” at casual establishments throughout 
the year. Presented as part of its fall statewide 
series, “Moment of Truth: Journalism and Democra¬ 
cy in an Age of Misinformation” includes Seattle 
Times reporter Marcus Harrison Green, University 
of Washington communications professor and Se¬ 
attle journalism researcher Matthew Powers, and 
The Stranger’s own associate editor Eli Sanders 
discussing the current state of the news, how it got 
here, and what may be ahead. (Naked City Brewery 
ft Taphouse, 7 pm, free.) LEILANI POLK 

Sir a rtgerThiflgsTikDo.ca m 


Maged Zaher, 
Jamaica Baldwin 

Arundel Books, Sat 
Dec 15,4-6 pm, free 

Poetry for the Public: 
Claudia Castro Luna 
and Kim Stafford 

Hugo House, Thurs 
Dec 6,7 pm, free 
Write-O-Rama 
Hugo House, Sat Dec 8, 
12 pm, $60/$100 


Early Warnings 

TASVEER SOUTH ASIAN LITFEST Various locations, 
Jan 11-20 


Short 

List 

Ashley Nellis and Steve 
Herbert with Katherine 
Beckett: The Case 
Against Life Sentences 

Pigott Auditorium at 
Seattle University, Tues 
Dec 11,7:30 pm, $5 
Ben Goldfarb: Eager 
Elliott Bay Book 
Company, Thurs Dec 13, 

7 pm, free 


Town Hall is back 
in a neighborhood 
near you this winter! 


CASPAR BABYPANTS 

12/B-9,10:30am & 12;3Cpm Free-15. 

Catchy sing-along tunes for kids 
—and their adults. 

Bioedei HsH at St Marks.! 12/Si: 1245 J Oth Ave £ 

Wfestsde School 112/9j. 10404 84th Ave S W 

A ROGUE'S CHRISTMAS 

t2/7 k *tOQpm,$5-£l5, 

A Town Hall holiday tradition! 

Tapir.)! Theatre ?M NB5fh Si 

MARC FREEDMAN 

12/10.7 i.30pm. $5. 

How to live forever. 

Ptimney Cen far- 2532 Ptunnay Ave N 

A VERY Kl RO CHRISTMAS 

12/11,7s30pm, $5-$15, 

Seattle Radio Theatre's new chariming 
holiday show wilh KIRO radio voices. 

jfirraf BapUst Church: T1 7 j Harvard Ave 

These events fend more!! on sate now. 


WWW.TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG 

Town Hall's iconic home 
reopens March 2019 after a 
top-tD-bottom renovation. 


jsa 
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Spacious, Heavy, Potent 

Kinski, a Seattle rock institution, celebrate 20 years 
with a reissue of their fantastic debut LP. 

BY DAVE SEGAL 


KINSKI 

Fri Dec 7, Sunset 
Tavern, 9 pm, $12,21+ 

Sat Dec 8, Clock-Out 
Lounge, 9 pm, $12 
adv/$15 DOS, 21+ 


A s Kinski mark their 20th anni¬ 
versary, it’s safe to say they’ve 
become a Seattle musical insti¬ 
tution. 

In addition to celebrating 
two decades of spacious and 
hard-driving rock for cerebral hedonists, 
Kinski last month reissued—via Kill Rock 
Stars—their first proper studio LP, 2001’s 
Be Gentle with the Warm Turtle (it’s a dou- 
ble-LP version with two 
bonus tracks). Be Gentle 
put these mainstays on 
the international map 
and established them as 
a potent force of heavy 
psychedelia (check “One 
Ear in the Sun” and “Newport” for definitive 
proof) and krautrock, as well as instigators 
of punky instrumentals that tear through 
heads in a brutal blur. They’ve also done 
mean covers of the Velvet Underground’s 
“Foggy Notion” and the Clean’s “Point That 
Thing Somewhere Else.” 

Kinski guitarist Chris Martin says the 
band were “pretty green” when they en¬ 
tered the reputedly haunted Robert Lang 
Studios with producer Kip Beelman to cut 
Be Gentle. He recalls technical glitches 
while recording LP opener “Spacelaunch 
for Frenchie” after midnight. 

“We had some huge buzzing problems that 
we couldn’t get rid of, and it was driving ev¬ 
eryone crazy. Kip suggested we pull all the 



STEVEN DEWALL 


Instigators of punky instrumentals that tear through heads in a brutal blur. 


amps out of the isolation booths and just set 
everything up around the drums in the main 
room. Some of us smoked some pot, which 
we never really do, and recorded two ver¬ 
sions. With all the amps in the same room, 
the sound started spinning and circling 
around the walls like a whirling dervish. I’ll 
never forget it. It kind of blew my mind.” 


Kinski—which also includes bassist Lucy 
Atkinson, guitarist Matthew Reid Schwartz, 
and drummer Barrett Wilke—paid for Be 
Gentle with a family member’s loan, but had 
to record it quickly. “I remember Kip saying, 
‘I want you guys to have a good time’ with 
the recording process because ‘who knows 
if you’ll get to do it again,”’ Martin recalls. 


Their LP Be Gentle 
with the Warm Turtle 
put them on the 
international map. 


“I was miffed about that because I figured 
we were going to make tons of albums for 
years to come!” 

They did, and many of them—including 
Airs Above Your Station, Alpine Static, and 
Cosy Moments—are great. 

With 17 years’ hindsight, how does Mar¬ 
tin feel about Be Gentle ? Any regrets? “I re¬ 
member at the time a few people saying that 
they liked the record, but it didn’t capture 
the power of the band live. So the next few 
records, we started to get a little obsessed 
about trying to sound ‘live.’ But now when I 
listen to it, I think it sounds really great and 
totally captures where we were at that point. 
Kip did a great job. And I still think opening 
with a 10-minute ambient piece is a really 
smart thing to do! Ha!” 

What does Martin say to people who think 
Kinski peaked with Be Gentle ? “'Fuck you’? 
But seriously, I get it. The first burst of aband 
has an innocence that you can’t really recap¬ 
ture. But I think we’ve continued to progress. 
And we don’t wantto ever repeat ourselves.” ■ 


Top Picks 

THURS PEC 6 

Blockhead, Yppah, Arms 
& Sleepers 

While New York DJ Blockhead has 
had a long and fruitful solo career-12 studio al¬ 
bums, five compilations, and three EPs, at least— 
he is probably best-known for his production 
work on backpacker MC Aesop Rock’s stone-cold 
genre classic Labor Days. That essential record 
may have exposed millions to Marxist philoso¬ 
phy via the rapper with the quantifiably largest 
vocabulary in the game, but it also showcased 
Blockhead’s cinematic style. Equally indebted to 
the sleek triphop of Massive Attack as the disaf¬ 
fected, Omni-Sampling chill of J Dilla, Blockhead’s 
work is imaginative, immersive, and, in retrospect, 
stately compared to what many of his succes¬ 
sors wound up doing with the same influences. 
(Nectar, 8 pm, $15.) JOSEPH SCHAFER 



COURTESY OF ARTIST 


KEXPYule Benefit: Moby with 
Members of the PNB Orchestra 

USiEIIS ^is world, Moby is a crusader of 
human culture with a mind that has changed the 
music game time and time again. In this once- 
in-a-lifetime event, the 53-year-old electronic 
emperor will put his concerto chops to the test 
to reinterpret a holistic host of his hits with the 
Pacific Northwest Ballet Orchestra. He’s promised 
to bring some top-notch vocalists along to sing 
rhapsodies like “Natural Blues” for this evening, 
which will only be the second time he’s performed 
for an audience in this capacity. That said, this’ll 
be a philanthropic and philharmonic opportunity. 

(i McCaw Hall, 8 pm, $50-$100+.) ZACH FRIMMEL 


DEC 6-8 


Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas 
Show with Liz Vice 

As an atheist, I am often 
sickened by the stuff done in the name of god(s) 
worldwide. But the Blind Boys have something. Call 
it a summoning. Call it an invocation of spirit. It builds 
slowly through their set and expands and spreads 
its wings in the big finish. They’ve lost some of their 
big guns in recent years, notably founders Clarence 
Fountain and George Scott, leaving only Jimmy Car¬ 
ter (no relation to the presidential peanut farmer) from 
the group’s gestation 79 years ago. That shouldn’t 
matter. They still have the summoning. (Jazz Alley, 
7:30 pm, all ages, $57.) ANDREW HAMLIN 


FRI DEC 7 


Depth: Erika 

ED There’s a video of Detroit DJ/producer Erika 
playing an unusually serene Boiler Room set. 
Instead of a dark room surrounded by the typical 
crowd of indifferent clubbers, she’s in a brightly 
lit electronics workshop as synth engineers tinker 
at their desks in the background. The unusual 


(and strangely calming) visual tableau is fitting for 
the patient, subtle techno and electro she wrings 
out of a battery of Moog gear. Attendees at this 
edition of Depth can likely expect a less placid, 
more thumping set from a DJ whose knowledge 
of Detroit’s electronic music is second to none. 

( Kremwerk, 10 pm-4 am, $12/$16.) ANDREW GOSPE 


DEC 7-8 


Hail Santa IX: Morta Skuld, 
Petrification, Khorada, Xoth, 
Aethereus, Dullahan, Kommand, 
and more 


METAL/PUNK 


Hail Santa has remained one of heavy 
metal’s best-kept Seattle secrets, an annual yuletide 
celebration of the devil’s rock and roll, preferably of 
the black-thrash variety, performed in front of gory 
clips from holiday-themed horror films. This year, the 
celebrations are spread over two evenings for the 
first time and feature a pair of bar-raising headliners. 
Headlining Friday, Morta Skuld are Milwaukee’s 
most esteemed 0G death-metal outfit. On Saturday, 
it’s Khorada, a new band composed of three-fourths 
of the now-deceased Agalloch, playing mind-bend- 
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EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 
12.21 TRL TOTAL REQUEST LIVE 
1.5 LDW + TIGER TIGER 

1.8 ALL STAR OPERA 

1.9 UNSINKABLE HEAVIES 
+ DJ LOGIC 

1.10 LUSINE 
ROBERT WALTER'S 
20TH CONGRESS 

1.12 PRINCE VS MJ 

DAKH DAUGHTERS 
1.17 THRIFTWORKS 

CLASSIC HIP-HOP NIGHT 
TOMORROWS BAD SEEDS 
1.24 DANGER 

1.26 ORGONE 

2.1 &2.2 SOLD OUT: 

GARAGE-A-TROIS 
2.3 GARAGE-A-TROIS 

(3RD NIGHT ADDED!) 

2.7 WARREN G 

FIJI + SLY & ROBBIE 
NIGHTMARES ON WAX 
(DJ SET) 

2.14 BILAL 

NORTH MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS 
CHRISTIAN SCOTT 
QUARTET 

3.2 DANITY KANE 

3.15 SPAFFORD 

3.30 SHE'S ALL THAT: '90S PROM 


NECTAR LOUNGE 

412 N 36th St 
206.632.2020 
www.nectarlounge.com 

12.12 Saturday (Hip-Hop) 

FELLY with Gyyps, Trip Carter 


12.6 Thursday (Trip-Hop) 

BLOCKHEAD + 
|\1 1 YPPAH 

_ Arms & Sleepers 


12.13 Thursday (Brass Bands) 

BIG BRASS EXTRAVAGANZA 

Ten Man Brass Band, Jonny Sonic, 

Vamola, Butt Dial 


12.14 Friday (Funk/Party) 

ELDRIDGE GRAVY & 
THE COURT SUPREME 

The Cumbieros 


12.15 Saturday (Trip-Hop) 

SOLD OUT: RJD2 

Pressha, Indica Jones, DJ SolidSound 


12.19 Wednesday (Film Screening) 

REEL ROCK 13 

Pray For Snow: The Movie, Low Pressure 


liT- 


12.7 Friday (Bluegrass) 

POLECAT YULETIDE 
CELEBRATION 

Cascade Crescendo, Pickled Okra, 
Bluesy Santa 


12.28 Friday (Bluegrass) 

BLUEGRASS ZIPPER 

with KITCHEN DWELLERS + 

THE WARREN G. HARDINGS 

A full night of interwoven sets with 
no breaks 


12.29 Saturday (Pop/Soul/NeoFolk) 

KUINKA 

+ DIRTY REVIVAL 

Feat a 3rd set of 90s Throwbacks! 


12.31 Monday (David Bowie NYE) 

STARDUST NYE BASH 
with BOWIE VISION 

S.O.S. (Police tribute) 


12.8 Saturday (Reggae) 

CLINTON FEARON 

Boogie Brown Band, 

The Seattleites 


12.20 Thursday (Electro Funk) 

ELECTRIC FUNK 
HOLIDAY PARTY 

Braxmatics, Purr Gato, Richie Aldente, Devin 
Bews Project 

12.22 Saturday (Grateful Dead Tribute) 

THE GOLDEN ROAD 

PLAYS THE DEAD 

Cosmic Shuffle ft Adam Williams 
performing JGB 

12.23 Sunday (Reggae) 

KEITH & TEX 

Winston Jarret, Culture Yard All-Stars 

12.27 Thursday (Electronic) 

PLS&TY 

1.4 Friday (Hip-Hop) 

NAPPY ROOTS 

The Bad Tenants, Hold in Fyah ft. Jmoe, 

New Track City, DJ Indica Jones 






OFFICIAL AIRLINE 


DECEMBER II & 12 | THE NEPTUNE 


ADE LTA 


Seattle (800) 745-3000 • STGPRESENTS.ORG 

IH b A n t 


NEPTUNE 


NE45TH& BROOKLYN AVE 

ticketmasten 


Tickets avai ab e at Ticketmaster.com 
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STITCHER 


Turntable Sales & Service 

Cartridges, Belts S Accessories - We service DJ Turntables! 


ing prog. This will be their first Seattle performance, 
ever. ( Highline, 7 pm, $18/$20.) JOSEPH SCHAFER 

SAT PEC 8 

Kinski, the Fall-Outs, Hound Dog 
Taylor’s Hand, DJ Veins 

■:liin:fijil j Yes, y’all, tonight’s lineup is locals only! 
Dig Hound Dog Taylor’s Hand, a group that stirs up 
the most glorious clusterfuck of bent, broken, and 
shattered noises; the Fall-Outs, 1990s-era PacNW 
garage-rock stalwarts fronted by Dave Holmes; 
and Kinski, a solid rocking, loud-ass indie band 
that’s been around now longer than some of you 
kids have been alive. Oh, and filling the cracks with 
tracks betwixt bands will be DJ Veins, a demigod 
among DJs who lords over both 12s and 7s. ( Clock- 
Out Lounge, 9 pm, $12/$15.) MIKE NIPPER 

SUN PEC 9 

The Soft Moon, Hide, Vive La Void 

ESSES33 Judging by the lyrics on Criminal- Luis 
Vasquez’s fourth album as the Soft Moon-the 
songwriter and multi-instrumentalist is having a 
rough go of things. A brief sampling “Take your time, 
crush me right,” “I’m a stranger in my skin," “I yearn 
for anything that burns me down." The music isn’t 
quite as bleak, but it comes close. Distressed guitars, 
ornery bass synths, pummeling drums-you’d be 
forgiven if you confused the Soft Moon for Pretty 
Hate Machine-era Nine Inch Nails. That comparison 
extends to Vasquez’s songcraft, which evinces some 
real pop sensibility despite all the doom and gloom. 

(Neumos , 7pm, all ages, $18.) ANDREW GOSPE 

MON PEC 10 

Chris Pureka, Lana McMullen 

■:liin;fijil j Proudly genderqueer, Chris Pureka fo¬ 
cuses on the personal, not the political or the cultural, 
except in the obligatory sense in which everything 
is political and cultural to some extent. She's some¬ 
times solo, sometimes with a group, never loud, nev¬ 
er obnoxious, never blatting in your face. Pureka has 
made a career out of gently but insistently poking at 
the gaps between people, the misunderstandings, 
the struggles, three steps forward and two back, and, 
occasionally, grace, or something like it. Her songs 
offer that rare commodity of feeling cherished and 
understood all in one shot. (FremontAbbey, 7:30pm, 
all ages, $20/$25.) ANDREW HAMLIN 


TUES DEC 11 


Fucked Up, Narrow Head, 

Dead Bars 

U23J2JJI3 In 2006, Fucked Up transitioned from 
an underground hardcore sensation that exclusively 
released 7-inch singles to embracing the opposite 
end of the spectrum with a series of long concept 
albums, from playing basement shows with a 
notoriously chaotic live presence to opening for the 
Arcade Fire. After four years away from the lime¬ 
light, Toronto’s most thought-provoking punks have 
returned with another genre-bending album that’s 
equal parts strange and exciting. Dose Your Dreams 
has heady psychedelic influences, playful indie-rock 
ballads, electronic flourishes, and a whole lot of 
horns-all of which are complemented by vocalist 
Damian Abraham’s trademark raspy and tuneless 
bark. ( Crocodile, 8 pm, all ages, $17.) KEVIN DIERS 


PEC 11-12 

George Clinton and Parliament 
Funkadelic 

E2JI2222S3 Since the 1970s, funk fanatics have 
gotten their ass-clapping kicks through the George 
Clinton-groovy incarnations Parliament, Funkadelic, 
and P-Funk All Stars. All of us licentious listeners 
have been wandering in the desert for almost 40 
years waiting for the promised land that is Medicaid 
Fraud Dogg-Parliament’s first record since 1980— 
which showcases a millennial-savvy Clinton. With 
the help of a stage full of seductive dancers (previ¬ 
ously seen doing handstand backbends on monitors) 
and crooners with honey-throated pipes, being in a 
room with the King of Funk and his glamorous entou¬ 
rage isa humidifying shower of sultriness. (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, all ages, $45.) ZACH FRIMMEL 

WED DEC 12 


Ice Cube 

Even though he’s been on the come¬ 
dy-film track for a while now, Ice Cube will always 
have serious street cred for his tenure in N.W.A. (he’s 
considered the founding father of gangsta rap), and 
forthe fruitful solo hiphop albums that followed 
(AmeriKKKa's Most Wanted and Death Certificate 
in 1990 and 1991, respectively). His brash, pointed 
lyrical style is legendary, and he is releasing his first 
album in eight years: Everythang's Corrupt. It wasn't 
out by the time of this writing, but if the cover art is 
any indication-a bloody hand gripping a $100 bill- 


6303 Roosevelt Way NE Seattle 
206*522*9609 
www*hawthomestereo*com 
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COW" 


wed 12/5 * DJ C.G. ROXANE 

THU 12/6 SEX.WAV f 

fri 12/7 BEEFCAKE 

sat 12/8 MAKE UP 

sun 12/9 WORLD'S TINIEST TEA DANCE 4-9 

tue 12/11 I HATE KARAOKE.; > 

THU 12/13 OMNI-DANS§- . : 

fri 12/14 PLEASURE COUNCIL r ; 

sat 12/15 MEAT 

sun 12/16 WORLD'S TINIEST TEA DANCE 4- 
mon 12/17 ROCK & ROLL QUEER BAR 
tue 12/18 I HATE KARAOKE - 


Happy Hour - 

'til 8pm & all nite Wed 
$2 off drafts & wells 


1221 E MADISON STREET 


MON-THU 5PM-2AM -r'JN 3 PM 2AM © H PONYSEATTLE 


Hawthorne 

Stereo 

“a pretty nice place" 


New & Used Hi-Fi. 
Music systems to 
fit any budget! 


SolvingSounds 


a new show about the 

mystery of music 

hosted by Brent Lyons 


PODCAST 


Catch a new episode every 
other Tuesday on your 
favorite podcast platform 


Listen to Dan Savage’s 
podcast every week at 

savagelovecast. com 
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HEIRESS 

with Groundfeeder, and 2Klix 


GRIM STATISTIC 

with Hostile Makeover and Rain City Rewind 


AARON CRAWFORD’S CASCADE COUNTRY CHRISTMAS 
with The Lowdown Drifters, Kaitie Wade, Dakota Poorman & More 








DYLANJAKOBSEN 


with Jesse Taylor & Joel Gibson Jr 


MEW YEARS EVE with DJ KAZAN 


BLUE AVENUE’S B CK-TO-SCHOOL ALL-AGES KICK-OFF 


Hardtack 


Get your tickets now at hardrock.com/cafes/seattle 




flftflgps Of 10+ D'JAI ir V FtH A DRO!. '■ DliiOUNlf- 

VMM Anft'LMftl 

^STGPRESfNFS ORG * FACE D E 0K.CQM LWECG KCEHlS flfllMHIZ-iTCT 


TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER.COM 


MARR 

O'CONNOR 

Si FRIENDS 


DECEMBER 13, 2018 - 7 PM 

MOORE THEATRE - SEATTLE, WA 


SEA11LE ROCK ORCHESTRA’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 



DECEMBER 29 / THE MOORE THEATRE 


(000) 9B2-27B7 ■ STGPFtESEhTS.CfiG ^ ’ : ’ 

Priqnty Sowing & DUc^vnl* inr Grijujij |Q+ call: (£□□} 3I5-HD54 
Tickflii AvaiUblff Ar 3, ck DfmasIpF cqm Jtck?r.-nj:[c/ 
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it’s likely he'll be tearing into the current political and 
social climate with trademark Ice Cube force. This 
is why we love him. ( The Showbox, 9 pm, all ages, 
$75/$80 (sold out).) LEILANI POLK 

THURS PEC 13 

Emma Ruth Rundle, Jaye Jayle 

l:nin:flji]i Louisville, Kentucky-based artist Emma 
Ruth Rundle glides between atmospheric goth and 
vibrato-glazed folk as her lyrics breathlessly fight 
against mind-aching spirals in “Fever Dreams” and 
“Control”—e.g., “Try ’cause we need to and laugh the 
life of hell right out of here.” Her fourth solo release, 
On Dark Horses, gives legs to psychedelic walls 
of sound that amplify in response to her towering 
vocals. Sargent House labelmates Jaye Jayle open 
the night. Their apocalyptic, folk-tinged release No 
Trail and Other Unholy Paths also features Rundle 
guesting with vocals and guitar for half of the 
record. ( Barboza, 8 pm, $13.) ABBIEGOBELI 

Symbion Project, Dahliia 

Gishiki—tbe latest album by ambi¬ 
tious veteran Seattle musician Symbion Project 
(aka Kasson Crooker)—is a slowly unfolding work 
of exquisite beauty combining koto (a 13-string 
Japanese harp, which he runs through digital 
signal processing), modular synthesizer, and field 
recordings. In Crooker’s gentle, intuitive hands, 
the elements complement each other well, as he 
arrays crystalline droplets of tones upon velvety, 
meditative synth drones. Get ready to feel soothed. 
Opening are Dahliia, a new group composed of 
Cindy Reichel and Tom Butcher, who co-own the 
Seattle synthesizer shop Patchwerks. Their set 
will feature a LED light sculpture titled Chronosite 
by local artist Brock Wilmer. ( Chapel Performance 
Space, 8 pm, all ages, $10.) DAVE SEGAL 

FRI DEC 14 


Dweezil Zappa 


mannerisms with flamboyant songs that reach for the 
arena rafters. ( Barboza, 7 pm, $8.) DAVE SEGAL 

Tenacious D 

Tenacious D aren't for everyone. Hell, 
comedy rock isn’t for everyone. But Jack Black is a 
silly fool of a force-obnoxiously delightful, like that 
friend you had in high school who’d do anything 
for a laugh, who you knew would do anything for 
a laugh, and yet, even while seemingly tryingtoo 
hard, they still managed to get that goddamn laugh. 
Kyle Gass is funny, too, in a subtler, I’m-clearly-the- 
sidekick-but-l-have-a lot-to-offer kind of way. While 
his film career isn’t as fruitful as Black's, they’re 
evenly matched when it comes to music. Actually, 
you could give extra credit to Gass, who has a more 
active outside-of-the-D musical career, delivering 
three full-length records with his two solo projects. 
Also, Gass seems like he gives really good hugs, 
maybe because he bears a striking resemblance 
to a koala, and he’s been rocking this white-haired 
beardy wise man look lately, which automatically 
gives him street cred over regular beardy Black. The 
acoustic guitar strumming and thrashing duo just 
dropped a new LP, Post-Apocalypto, their fourth, 
and arrive in town behind it. ( Moore Theatre, 8 pm, 
all ages, $45-$75 (sold out).) LEILANI POLK 

Wimps, Dyed, Clean Lines 

U32H2D23I Oh. it looks like Santa’s elves have 
arrived early to deliver us a Friday full of treats! 
First up, Clean Lines will be delivering their 
savage, raw power-pop/rock-and-roll pummeling 
for us. Followed by Dyed, a pointedly dissonant 
new-wave group that also delivers razor-sharp 
danceable sounds. Wrapping up tonight are the 
mighty Wimps, a long-running, smart, and cheeky 
punk band whose members are the sweetest of 
peas. So there you go, a killer pre-Xmess-you'll 
mosh, pogo, and maybe get sideways on boozy 
veg-nog. ( Highline, 9 pm, $10.) MIKE NIPPER 


ROCK/POP 


I Frank Zappa’s son is a guitarist, too. 
Dweezil Zappa has several albums’ worth of original 
material, but live he mostly plays his dad’s music, 
of which there is a stupendous amount. If you are 
a fan of Frank, you might love him and only know 
a thin sliver of his 111-album catalog (49 of which 
came out posthumously), and maybe it’s easier that 
way, because it’s a lot to digest, much of it complex 
prog-rock that’s not accessible to the average music 
listener, anyway. Dweezil sticks with the stuff fans 
love, set lists mixing well-known fare (“Valley Girl,” 
“Dog Breath,” “The Torture Never Stops,” “Don't Eat 
the Yellow Snow,” “Keep It Greasy," etc.) with deep¬ 
er cuts (“Cocaine Decisions,” “T’Mershi Duween"). 

(Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, all ages, $39.) LEILANI POLK 


Oceanwires, Dust Moth, 

Razor Clam 

■rWHifiiMid Oceanwires are a newish Seattle 
four-piece fronted by guitarists/vocalists Dave Einmo 
(Head Like a Kite, SushiRobo) and Aaron Starkey (Gi¬ 
braltar), and include Samantha Wilder (Princess) and 
drummer Jeff Baars (Mike Johnson). They have an 
album coming out next February that was produced 
by Matt Bayles and Stranger Genius Steve Fisk titled 
There Never Was a Was. It’s full of tight, concise songs 
that ripple with new-wave-era structural tension 
and familiar rock pleasures. Einmo and Starkey cite 
Television and Savages as sonic inspirations, and 
that seems accurate-although I hear some U2-like 
bravado and Love Battery-esque garage-ramalama 
in places. Openers Razor Clam are a local queer/ 
femme-centric quintet who fuse new-wave and glam 


DEC 14-16 

no 



Minus the Bear, Tera Melos 


ROCK/POP 


| It’s been 17 years since Minus the Bear 
debuted their unique blend of idiosyncratic guitar 
work, dance-floor-ready rhythms, and crooned 
tales of leisure. In the time since, they’ve dabbled 
in prog gymnastics, IDM manipulations, yacht-rock 
forays, and countless other stylistic twists and turns. 
Through it all, there's been a constant spirit of creative 
adventurism tempered by a healthy appreciation for 
a good hook, and an ongoing aura of nostalgia offset 
by forward-thinking instrumentation and production 
choices. Unfortunately, all things must come to an 
end, and so this Seattle indie-rock institution bids 
farewell with a three-night stand at the Showbox. 

(The Showbox, 8 pm, all ages, $25/$30.) BRIAN COOK 


SAT DEC 15 


Freddie Gibbs, G Perico, 
Caleb Brown 


LA-raised MC G Perico. Gangsta Gibbs has been in 
the game for 15 years, striking critical favor following 
his tour of duty through the major-label system 
with unflinching lyrics that chronicle his years as 
an enterprising Midwesterner. Known both for his 
own solo work and his inspired MadGibbs duo with 
famed producer Madlib, Gibbs embodies the type of 
long-term success that West Coast revivalist G Peri¬ 
co seems to be staking out as he attempts to bridge 
early critical success with a more mainstream 
audience. A must-see for any self-respecting rap fan. 
( Neumos, 8 pm, all ages, $25/$75.) NICK ZURKO 



COURTESY OF THE ARTIST 


Kurt Vile & the Violators, 
Jessica Pratt 


ROCK/POP 


| Kurt Vile’s message in Bottle It In chron¬ 
icles him as a songwriter’s songwriter who demon¬ 
strates that he can only unspool the most leisure-lazy, 
loungeable jammers. With his eighth studio album be¬ 
ing one of his most unrestrained and weird-even for 
Vile-to date, the pimpin’ Philadelphian’s “Rollin with 
the Flow” demeanor, psychedelic wit, slow-melting 
vocals, and sarcastic pathos continue to be unparal¬ 
leled. Collaborative credits on this record are stacked 
up with shamans Kim Gordon, Cass McCombs, Stella 
Mozgawa, and Mary Lattimore. Strap in Saturday 
night to also be serenaded by the dreamy lullabies of 
San Francisco’s Jessica Pratt. ( Moore Theatre, 8pm, 
o//oges,$37.)ZACHFRIMMEL 


CHONAKASINGER 



NICKFANCHER 


HIPHOP/RAP 


Two living legends representing two 
distinct regional rap traditions come to town in the 
form of Gary, Indiana, native Freddie Gibbs and the 


RJD2, Pressha, Indies Jones, 

DJ SolidSound 

ESEHa You’ve probably heard RJ Krohn’s 
music even if you don’t realize it. The veteran 
producer otherwise known as RJD2 famously 
wrote the theme for Mod Men, and “Deadringer” 
is one of those songs everyone’s heard some¬ 
where, but few could actually name. There's 
something both nondescript and timeless about 
Krohn’s sample-driven instrumental hiphop, 
which, for whatever reason, has never had the 
same critical cachet as similar acts like DJ 
Shadow or the Avalanches. His recent music 
retains a warm, homespun quality-the man 
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FRI 1 ^ 
DEC ff 

6:00PM DOORS 
ALL AGES 
JAR W/PROPER II 


^TICKETS; 

:nearly- 

\ GONE! ; 


W7 

7:00PM DOORS 
ALL AGES 
BAR W/PROPER ID 


feb19 

6:30PM DOORS 
ALL AGES 
BAR W/PROPER II 


877.987.6487 


MEMPHIS MAY 
FIRE 

ICE NINE KILLS 
& SLEEP SIGNALS 


FOR A FULL SCHEDULE VISIT WWW.MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS.COM 

FOLLOW US ONLINE AT: FACEBOOK.COM/MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS 
TWITTER.COM/MIKETHRASHERPDX • INSTAGRAM: @MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS 


COMING SIGN up F0R 0UR NEWSLETTER TO NEVER MISS 
SOON: AN EVENT! CHECK ONLINE FOR DETAILS! 


GOTO 

WWW.MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS.COM 

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS AND INFO ON HOW TO 
GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY 



DECEMBER 7 | THE MOORE 
THIS F Rl DAY! 


;l[I {BOO) 9BZ-27B7 - STOPfl.ESENTS.OHS 

' Ticket; acnil.i lip .11 IicFcIninslnr corn 


moots. 



$49.50+ AT TICKETMASTER.COM or 800-745-3000 



CONDUCTED BY EMIL DE COU 


SHTLleCMIlw 


nil 

HI? 


McCaw MjlL 


111 Cl [1 umpqua 

E3 ! vestments 


ticketmaster 
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DANIEL TOPETE 


knows how to flip a sample-but he works with 
vocalists and draws from vintage soul and funk 
instead of boom-bap beat work. ( Nectar, 8 pm, 
$35.) ANDREW GOSPE 

Shook: Doctor Jeep, Anna Morgan 

EjThe newish Shook promotional crew con¬ 
tinues to bring in the high-quality talent. Doctor 
Jeep (aka New York producer Andre Lira) creates 
brutal, weirdly textured tracks that maraud 
somewhere in the fraught nexus where industrial 
techno, hardass electro, and doom-laden dubstep 
converge. As a DJ, though, Doctor Jeep can 
modulate into a highest uncommon denominator 
party-starter. Not bad for a project named after a 
Sisters of Mercy song... Anna Morgan is a Bronx- 
born, California-based DJ who excels in the 
footwork zone-rare for a woman selector. Her 
aesthetics skew toward the dark and complex 
side, not unlike the great Jlin. (Kremwerk, 10 pm, 
$10/$15.) DAVE SEGAL 


DEC 15-16 


Cults, Munya 

l:wn:fiuilj Cults’ sound is akin to their namesake: 
absorbingly catchy and deceptively bright-toned, 
with a vocal glaze of sodium saccharine. Their 
melodies feel perfect for swaying at a 1960s 
sweet 16 party, but hidden within are themes 
of manipulation, desperation, and abandon¬ 
ment. Motels, the latest offering from guitarist 
Brian Oblivion and singer Madeline Follin, is a 
bliss-kissed EP covering three songs by ’80s-era 
new-wave band the Motels. Cults’ cloying pop 
turns the Motels’ emotive spunk into synthy, bit¬ 
tersweet bops. Munya weaves whispery synths 
through folk tales in French, resulting in coquettish 
songs such as “If I’m Gone Tomorrow (It’s Because 
of Aliens).” (Barbozo, 7pm, $18.) AJ DENT 


SUN DEC 16 


The English Beat 


METAL/PUNK 


Perhaps the unofficial Hardest 
Working New Wave Reunion Band™, ska trouba¬ 
dour Dave Wakeling and his cast of horn-toting 
all-stars continue to tour the world as the English 
Beat with hits from the legends of 2 Tone ska 
themselves, as well as Wakeling’s other claim 
to ’80s fame-General Public-and songs from 


the Beat’s recently released record, Here We 
Go Love. This ’80s new-wave-obsessed writer 
can attest to the tears that will be superfluously 
streaming if either (or both? WAH) “I Confess” or 
“Tenderness” are played in this heart-wrench- 
ingly gorgeous setting with life-affirming sound 
quality. With that said, you’ll probably be crying 
the tears of a clown if you miss out on this one. 
(Benaroya Hall lllsley Ball Nordstrom Recital 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $48.) BRITTNIE FULLER 


Fred Frith Trio, Ha-Yang Kim 


EXPERIMENTAL/NOISE 


j Oakland-via-England 
guitarist Fred Frith is an experimental-rock/ 
avant-garde iconoclast who’s played in Rock in 
Opposition giants Henry Cow and Art Bears, and 
lethally noisy post-punk group Massacre while 
releasing several unorthodox solo and collabo¬ 
rative records with the likes of Brian Eno, John 
Zorn’s Naked City, Robert Wyatt, Aksak Maboul, 
and the Residents. He’s been a playfully subver¬ 
sive presence in the musical underground for five 
decades with no signs of blanding out. Frith’s 
current trio features bassist Jason Hoopes and 
drummer Jordan Glenn, so it's a standard rock 
setup for extraordinary improvisational flights of 
fancy. The threesome conjures enigmatic vistas 
of ruthless, oddly angled rock that bears the om¬ 
inous overtones of This Heat and, yes, Massacre. 
Come see a legend still pushing himself and his 
bandmates into exciting territory. (The Royal 
Room, 8:30 pm, $15/$20.) DAVE SEGAL 


Protomartyr, Preoccupations, 
Hurry Up 

UaajEEjaJoe Casey isn’t a natural frontman- 
he's bookish, a bit awkward, and in the past has 
admitted to getting drunk before shows to cope 
with the anxiety of being onstage. But working in 
post-punk, a genre where it's easy to posture, the 
Protomartyr singer has something to say. Casey 
had a working-class, Irish-Catholic upbringing in 
Detroit, and growing up amid that city’s decline 
leaves its markon his band’s tense, caustic music, 
which feels like an outgrowth of Detroit’s rich 
punk tradition. June’s Consolation EP features the 
Breeder’s Kelley Deal on vocals and some of the 
band's strongest songs to date. (Crocodile, 7pm, 
all ages, $17.) ANDREW GOSPE 



STRIPPED SCREW 
BURLESQUE PRESENTS 
THE BEST BURLESQUE 
PAGEANT EVER!!! 


THURSDAY. DECEMBER 6 


STG PRESENTS 

ANDY SHAUF 

SQLO PERFORMANCE 


SUNDAY. DECEMBER £ 


RElGNCtTY PRESENTS 

QUEEN NAIJA 



STG PRESENTS 


JOHN GRANT 


THURSDAY. DECEMBER 20 


SIT UBU SIT 

TV TKFMf SONGS & HOLWY SPECIALS 

DANCER & FRANCES? 

SAVAGE SUDFXAW 


SATURDAY. DECEMBER 29 


m HEW YFAR GFTP0WN JOIS Wf 

CATELAYA LOCA 


MONDAY. DECEMBER 31 


RISE UP 

THE HAMILTON TRIBUTE SAND 


COMING TO THE BOURBON BAR 


1VE9Y IWS rWSCAVWlGHI Mime CLUB 

nov wa* we kaaa*ke iaj»m 

12 ’ r'STCK'E, ESOfiiQ'd BRAGG, 

INTRINSIC 

I 2)H STHAHGK SCOTT. AhlhUE Otf&L 
SHELDC+I 
12/ U SfckU V Ah 

12,. 11: WICAK JAM'iS, MAT! SIIM. 

RE AVIA HYi SOilC.HF E 
1 2J7Q CftAUc The GLAJH 
13/31 MEMBERS OF MMBnAl L FAMILY 
SAND & Tn£ MORf&fc&E LIFTED 


COMING TO THE THEATER 


F At DAY. JANUARY 4 
SPACE IS1HE PLACE FESTIVAL WITH 
•SUN RA ARKESTftA 
THE RfACt LADY. SPLXJKY ACTUM. 
NEIL WELCH B WILLIAM HAYES & M-OftE 
SAHUPDAV. JANUARY 5 
BLACK MUSIC FOfl BLAC+L LIVES FES! 
HMD ft CAY. JANUARY 12 
ALL STAR OPE PA'S 
2ND ANNUAL SEATTLE WORLD TOUR 
JANUARY IB 
THE CIVILIANS 
RECORD RELEASE 
SAIL! FLOAT. JANUARY 19 
BONE POETS 

WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 13 
STG PRESEN1S 

AN EVENING WITH THE M LS CLINE4 
SUNUATF, MAPCF! 2* 

MQNflUl PRESENTS NINA NESBITT 
TUESDAY. APRIL 2 
REFGNCI1Y PRESENTS TENDER 


avahuMli to* pmm tvf m 

WWW.COLUMBiACimMtArER COM 



“hung with care” 

FRI/DECEMBER 7 - 
SUN/DECEMBER 30 
VERLAINE & MCCANN PRESENT 

land of the 
sweets: 
the burlesque 
nutcracker 


MON/DECEMBER 31 . 

NOVO PRODUCTIONS AND KNKX 
PRESENT A NEW YEAR'S EVE 
CELEBRATION! 

delvon lamarr 
organ trio 

THU/JANUARY 3 - SUN JANUARY 6 

los lobos 


TUE/JANUARY 8 . 

jesse valenzuela 

WED/JANUARY 9 & 

THU/JANUARY 10 . 

paris combo 

FRI/JANUARY11 . 

shelby earl: “songs for 
singing 2” w/ matty gervais 

SAT/JANUARY 12 • 8PM 

SUN/JANUARY 13 . 

mark hummel 2019 
southern harmonica 
blowout with bobby rush, 
kenny neal, jumpin’ johnny 
sansone, and james harman 

MON/JANUARY 14 . 

Isabella rossellini 
“link link circus” 


next • 1/15 levin brothers featuring pete levin 
& tony levin • 1/16 john gorka w/ debbie miller 

• 1/17 - 26 bohemia • 1/27 an evening with the 
posies • 1/28 & 29 soft machine w/ moraine 

• 1/30 johnny a - just me...and my guitars • 1/31 
gabriel kahane * 2/1 dana gould • 2/2 leftover 
salmon ■ 2/3 the dirty sexy chocolate show 

• 2/6 elizabeth cook, chris shiflett, & kendell 
marvel • 2/7 lisa koch big ass birthday bash! 

• 2/8 -14 the atomic bombshells: j’adore • 2/17 
-19 joan osborne sings the songs of bob dylan 


^ Mt k STAGE & LOUNGE 

i-IVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 
I ▼ HAPPY HOUR DAILY 

■ NEVER A COVER 21+ 

• 12/5 jack ramsey duo 12/6 sundae 

+ mr. goessl jazzukha 12/7 closed for a 

private event until 10pm shady bottom 

• 12/8 moonspinners • 12/9 brian 

nova jazz jam ■ 12/10 adam williams trio ■ 12/11 

marco de carvalho • 12/12 paul benoit 
trio • 12/13 closed for a private event • 12/14 
birch pereira trio • 12/15 victor horky & his silk 

road swing -12/16 brian nova jazz jam • 12/17 
adam williams trio • 12/18 mambo cocktail 
hour w/ elspeth savani 12/19 darelle holden 

thetripledoor.com 

216 union street, Seattle • 206.838.4333 





























































36 DECEMBER 5, 2018 THE STRANGER 


THINGS TO DO -► Music 



MON 12/10 

THE OTHER TRUCKERS (DRIVE RY 
TRUCKERS TRIBUTE)*MEAN BEANS 

TUE 12/11 

SPACE BASIL • UDU UBU 

WED 12/12 

STELLA CREST*NORTHERN THORNS 
*RKG & THE ALTERNATIVE FACTS 

---THU 12/13-- 

POINT OF ARCHES * DIGISAURUS * 
THE SOMETIMES ISLAND 

-FR! 12/14-. 

PURPLE MANE (PRINCE TRIBUTE) < 
RULER * SPESH * WILL MOORE 

.SAT 12/15-- 

SWEET CREATURE ^ PARAGAURD 
* BEAUTIFUL FREAKS 


f » CENTRALSALOON.COM a * 

1ST AVE 



SEX 

OFFENDER 

REGISTRATION 
GOT YOU DOWN? 

We may be able to 
help to remove that 
requirement. 


The Meryhew Law 
Group, PLLC 
(206) 264-1590 

www. me ryh e wl aw.co rtl 







21+ only 


SEA MONSTER 

LIVE MUSIC 


ALL-STAR 
PRINCE TRIBUTE 

12/31, 10PM, $15 




8PM 
PM 


TUESDAY NIGHTS 
5 STORIES JAZZ BAND 
JOE DORIA PRESENTS: 

Live B3 organ jazz funk FREE 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

Live SOUL, FUNK 
and JAZZ bands FREE 

THURSDAY NIGHTS 
NEW LIVE BANDS 
OPEN MIC/SUPER JAM 
w/ PROUD & NASTY FREE 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 

DJ ROC PHIZZLE $10 _ 

CUBAN/LATIN SATURDAYS 
700 FUNK SATURDAY $10 


SEAMONSTERLOUNGE.COM 

206 992-1120 • 2202 N 45th St • Seattle 




MON DEC 17 


Cults 

Dec 15-16 at Barboza 


SHAWN BRACKBILL 

John Grant 


Redd Kross, Dale Crover 


ROCK/POP 


When they started out in the late-1970s, 
Red Kross’s Steve and Jeff McDonald were teen¬ 
agers singing about teenagers like Lita Ford of the 
Runaways and Linda Blair, who inspired their 1982 
debut, Born Innocent (the title of a TV movie in which 
she plays a victim of the juvenile justice system). 
Since the McDonalds have been bashing out the 
tunes for 40 years, it’s natural to expect the brothers 
to be running low on fuel-except they aren't. They're 
still releasing garage-punk gems like 2012’s Re¬ 
searching the Blues and putting on sweat-drenched 
shows with all the vim and vigor of players half their 
age. (Tractor Tavern, 8 pm, $15.) KATHY FENNESSY 


TUES DEC 18 

Amine, Buddy 

■:iiii:ii]i/i:i:L!l Portland’s favorite rapper is at last 
sliding through Seattle. Touring in support of ONE- 
POINTFIVE, his most recent EP/mixtape/album/ 
whatever, Amine’s concert is sure to feature flues, 
pretentious airs, and lines about girls being Bjork 
cute “so she really fine/just sorta weird/and she got 
some cake.” This LA-dwelling rapper is proving him¬ 
self to be an entertainer with that unique-and-vital 
combo of vulnerability and capacity to unrepen- 
tantly stunt; at once acknowledging and giving voice 
to his fears, but not letting them get in the way of 
a good time. Let’s give him a warm welcome back 
to the Pacific Northwest. (Showbox Sodo, 8 pm, all 
ages, $27/$30 (sold out).) JASMYNE KEIMIG 


ROCK/POP 


| On his studio recordings, Reykjavik- 
based singer-songwriter John Grant evokes 
Elton-John-by-way-of-Jarvis-Cocker with his 
heartfelt singing, wide-ranging keyboard sounds, 
and witty words about sex, addiction, and famous 
figures from Francis Bacon to Madeline Kahn (as if 
to drive the comparison home, he’s even covered 
John's “Sweet Painted Lady”). Onstage, he’s also 
a raconteur, which comes across most keenly on 
2014’s Live in Concert with the BBC Philharmonic, 
on which the tart-tongued singer behind uninhib¬ 
ited tracks like “GMF” (aka Greatest Motherfucker) 
confesses that he starts “to break in a rash if I don’t 
swear every 30 minutes or so.” ( Columbia City 
Theater, 8 pm, $20.) KATHY FENNESSY 



GEM HARRIS 


Sira ngurThi flgsT&Dii m 


Short List 


Advance Base, Lisa/ 
Liza 

Barboza, Fri Dec 7,7 pm, 
$10 

Allen Stone 

Neptune Theatre, Dec 
16-17,8 pm, all ages, $35 
(sold out) 

Bernhoft, Moorea Masa 
and The Mood 

Tractor Tavern, Tues Dec 
18,8 pm, $20 

Brother Ali 

Chop Suey, Wed Dec 12, 
8pm,$20-$75 

Celtic Woman 

Benaroya Hall S. Mark 
Taper Foundation 
Auditorium, Tues 
Dec 11,7:30 pm, all ages, 
$35-$125 


Conner Youngblood 

Sunset Tavern, Sun Dec 9, 
8:30 pm, $15 

Dave East, D. Mikey 

El Corazon, Wed Dec 12, 

9 pm, all ages, $25-$150 

John Legend 

WaMu Theater, Tues 
Dec 18, 8 pm, all ages, 
$230-$595 

Live From Our Living 
Room with Car Seat 
Headrest and Kimya 
Dawson 

Vera Project, Sat Dec 8, 

6 pm, all ages, $60 

Malaa 

Showbox Sodo, Sat 
Dec 15,9 pm, $25/$35 


The Maldoggies 
Family Christmas with 
Widower 

Tractor Tavern, Dec 14-15, 
9 pm, $15/$18 

Patterson Hood, Guests 

Fremont Abbey Arts 
Center, Dec 13-14,8 pm, 
all ages, $25 

PJ Morton, Grace 
Weber 

Crocodile, Fri Dec 7,8 pm, 
all ages, $20 

Queen Naija 

Neumos, Fri Dec 7,8 pm, 
all ages, $22 

The Residency Pres¬ 
ents: BFA (Brothers 
From Another), Guests 

Crocodile, Thurs Dec 6, 

7 pm, all ages, $10 
(sold out) 


Rosanne Cash 

Moore Theatre, Fri Dec 
7,8 pm, all ages, $38-$53 

Seattle on Ice! 

Neptune Theatre, Thurs 
Dec 6,8 pm, all ages, 
$17/$19 

Skating Polly, Potty 
Mouth, Monsterwatch 

Sunset Tavern, Sun 
Dec 16,8 pm, $12 

Toe Jam 

The Showbox, Thurs 
Dec 13,8 pm, $10/$20 

Valee, Daydream Masi, 
Valete 

Chop Suey, Sat Dec 15, 

7 pm, all ages, $15/$20 

Valley Maker, Ings 

Barboza, Thurs Dec 6, 

8 pm, $10 






































Music THE STRANGER DECEMBER 5,2018 37 



Rumor has it there s a peppy joint that s the rea lb ees hnees. 

- □ =- 

ROARING 1920* 

SPEAKEASY 

- □ =- 

1930s dress up is highly encouraged! 





SATURDAY 12/22 

LUDACHRISTMAS 

A DANCE PARTY OF 
ALL ATLANTA HIP HOP 


THURSDAY 12/27 

PF LIARS + LA FONDA 

WITHERING BLOOMS 


SATURDAY 12/29 

CONFESSIONS 

100% R&B DANCE PARTY 


WEDNESDAY 1/23 

MOTHER MOTHER 

WINNETKA BOWLING LEAGUE 


TUESDAY 1/28 

CHROME SPARKS 


WEDNESDAY 1/30 

UNOTHEACTIVIST 


i. oiiri.ssjoit’,. 


THURSDAY12/G 

VALLEY MAKER 

INGS 


WEDNESDAY 12/12 

THE SPIDER FERNS 

SMALL MILLION 


THURSDAY 12/13 

EMMA RUTH RUNDLE 

IAYEJAYLE 


SATURDAY 12/158 SUNDAY 12/16 

CULTS 

MUNYA 


THURSDAY 12/20 

DONORMAAL 


THURSDAY 12/27 

STAS & KASS: 

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


FRIDAY 12/28 

LINDSTROM 
AND THE LIMIT 

THE HASSLERS + GABY DESPAIN 


SATURDAY 12/29 

CHANTI DARLING + 
SASSYBLACK 


TUESDAY 1/8 

FLEETWOOD SNACK 

MALCOLM REBEL + 1ERRYC0RE 
+ TERENCE ANKENY 


FRIDAY 12/7 

ADVANCE BASE 

LISA/LIZA 


FRIDAY 12/14 

OCEANWIRES 

DUST MOTH + RAZOR CLAM 


SATURDAY 1/12 

BREAKS AND SWELLS 

MIRRORGLOSS 
+ SOULTANZ 


SUNDAY 1/20 

LOST KINGS 


THURSDAY 12/6 

WHITEY MORGAN 

ALEX WILLIAMS 


SATURDAY 12/8 

THE FRESH PRINCE OF 
CAPITOL HILL 

90'S HIP HOP DANCE PARTY 








<■>« 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT NEUMOS.COM & THEBARBOZA.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEATTLE.COM 1925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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THINGS TO DO -► Music 


Early Warnings 


TRAVIS THOMPSON, SYLVAN LACUE, LAZA The Showbox, Fri Dec 21, 9 pm, $20/$25 

SAN HOLO, CHET PORTER, TASKA BLACK, DUSKUS Showbox Sodo, Dec 21-22,9 pm, $22/$35 

THIEVERY CORPORATION, THE SUFFERS The Showbox, Fri Dec 28,8:30 pm, $50/$55 

THE POLISH AMBASSADOR, YAIMA, WILDLIGHT The Showbox, Sat Dec 29,9 pm, $30/$35 

RAILROAD EARTH, SHOOK TWINS Neptune Theatre, Sat Dec 29,8 pm, $2B/$29 

7TH ANNUAL ARTIST HOME NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION Neptune Theatre, Mon Dec 31, 9 pm, $30 

COLD CAVE, DRAB MAJESTY El Corazon, Mon Dec 31, 9:30 pm, $33/$35 

NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH THUNDERPUSSY AND RED FANG The Showbox, Mon Dec 31, 9 pm, $40/$45 

STRAIGHT NO CHASER McCaw Hall, Mon Dec 31, $35-$65 

AN EVENING WITH MICHAEL NESMITH Neptune Theatre, Thurs Jan 17,8 pm, $48-$64 

YG WaMu Theater, Fri Jan 18,8 pm, $37/$45 

TORO Y MOI Neptune Theatre, Jan 19-20, $24 

STAGE SESSIONS VOL. 1: NAFLA, LOOPY, MOMMY SON, NUCKSAL, DEEPFLOW Showbox Sodo, Wed 
Jan 23,8 pm, $50-$1B0 

ANDRE NICKATIN A A.K.A. DRE DOGG The Showbox, Thurs Jan 24,8:30 pm, $20/$25 

DIERKS BENTLEY, JON PARDI, TENILLE TOWNES, HOT COUNTRY KNIGHTS Tacoma Dome, Fri Feb 1, 7pm, 
$35-$70+ 


ALAN WALKER Showbox Sodo, Sat Feb 2,7pm, $35 
BOOMBOX CARTEL Showbox Sodo, Sat Feb 9,7pm, $36/$38 


AN EVENING WITH THE NELS CLINE 4 Columbia City Theater, Wed Feb 13, 8 pm, $20/$24 

WAXAHATCHEE, BONNY DOON Saint Mark’s Cathedral, Sat Feb 23, 8 pm, $22/$25 

DDT Neptune Theatre, Sun March 17,7:30 pm, $85-$140 

GALACTIC, ERICA FALLS The Showbox, Fri March 22, 9 pm, $32-$37 

ONE OK ROCK Showbox Sodo, Sun March 24, 7:30pm, $30/$35 

JACK & JACK Neptune Theatre, Fri April 5,8 pm, $27 


AN EVENING WITH MICHAEL BUBLE Tacoma Dome, Sat April 6,8 pm, $B9-$144+ 
HOME FREE Moore Theatre, Fri April 19, 8 pm, $27-$96 
STEVEN CURTIS CHAPMAN Neptune Theatre, Thurs April 25,7:30 pm, $36-$85 
ARLO GUTHRIE Moore Theatre, Tues April 30, 7:30 pm, $37-$77 


ROBIN TROWER Moore Theatre, Fri May 17,8 pm, $43 
JO JO SIWA McCaw Hall, Thurs May 23, 6:30 pm, $149-$301 


JOE RUSSO’S ALMOST DEAD Marymoor Park, Sat June 1,6 pm, $43/$45 

TRAIN, GOO GOO DOLLS, ALLEN STONE White River Amphitheatre, Fri June 7,7 pm, $30-$125+ 


LANY Showbox Sodo, June 21-22,8 pm, $30/$35 
RAFFI Moore Theatre, Sat June 22,1 pm, $31-$76 


DIDO Showbox Sodo, Sun June 30, 8 pm, $49 
JON BELLION WaMu Theater, Tues July IB, 7pm, $37 


BACKSTREET BOYS Angel of the Winds Arena, Mon July 29, 8 pm, $42-$171 
“WEIRD AL” YANKOVIC Paramount Theatre, Aug IB-17,8 pm, $37-$77+ 
IRON MAIDEN Tacoma Dome, Thurs Sept 5,7:30pm, $50-$125+ 


nssn 


WEEKLY ON 

MONDAYS: 

FUCK YEAH BINGO 
7-9PM 

Wednesday, December 5 

WARWOUND PLIGHT 

Open Veins 
Anoxia 

9 PM $10-$ 12 

Thursday, December 6 

MECHANISMUS PRESENTS 

NEWPHASEMUSIC 

Sol Sirenn 
Databomb 

9PM $8-$ 10 

Friday, December 7 

HAIL SANTA! DAY l 

MORTASKULD 

Petrification 

Xoth 

Aethereus 

Dullahan 

Kommand 

7PM $18-$20 


Saturday, December 8 

HAIL SANTA! DAY 2 

KHORADA 

Eight Bells 
Exulansis 
Age of Nefilim 
Vulnere 
Odyssian 
7PM $18-$20 


Sunday, December 9 

MALEFIC 

LEVITATION 

Cema Krev 
Befoulment 

9PM $10 

Friday, December 14 

B FOSS’S B DAY PARTY 

WIMPS 

Dyed 

Clean Lines 

9PM $10 


Saturday, December 29 

BLOODSOAKED 

Blackqueen 

Greyhawk 

9PM $10-$ 12 


Sunday, December 30 

EFFECT PEDAL SWAP 

and intro to Effect Pedal 
Building Workshop 

5PM FREE 

www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 211- 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 


vsiSk PARLOR LIVE 

rt ' u COIWEDMUG 



HjfltPrl 



PREACHER 

LAWSON 

lEiAPT 


in* 



DEC 

GRRY 

OWEU 



GRIFFIN % , f 

jANieii? 


PARLOR UVE COMEDY 

HIWLBUIIM 

j» Eirra m g. rh . h_jt&h km 

BOX OFFICE: 206.&Q2,1M1 

WWW.PARLORLIVE.CflM 
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The Crocodile Presents: 

PJ Morton 

Grace Weber All Ages 
The Crocodile Presents: 

7Horse @ The Timbre Room 

Harrison B 

21 & Over 


12/9 

SUNDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

The Soft Moon @ Neumos 

Hide, Vive La Void All Ages 


12/10 

MONDAY 


The Crocodile Presents: 

Ezra Furman 

All Ages 


12/11 

TUESDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

The Scene Aesthetic @ Chop Suey 

All Ages 



12/1 SAINT JHN 12/13 POLO & PAN 2/14 NITE WAVE 1 2/15 NITE WAVE 1 2/16 PROTOMARTYR/ PREOCCUPATIONS 
12/21 I SEE STARS (ACOUSTIC) 12/22 GRIEVES 12/23 GREEN APPLE QUICK STEP12/27CRACKER/CAIVIPER VON 
BEETHOVEN 2/28S0LARTWIN12/29WALKINGPAPERS I/4BIGASSB00MB0X /5 BIG ASS BOOMBOX /5 YOUNG 
DOLPH @ SHOWBOX /I ( ALL STAR OPERA 11 TRIBAL THEORY /12 BOOMBOX 1/ THURSDAY I /in THURSDAY 

2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 
★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM ★ 



SEATTLE'S #1 NIGHTCLUB 

TRINITYNIGHTCLUB.COM 


THINGS TO DO Music 


Thurs 12/6 


LIVE MUSIC 

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Meanderthals, YOY, 

Rabbitkeeper, 8 pm 
CHOP SUEY Citizens, Ghost 
Ship, Handsome & Gretyl, 

7:30 pm, $20 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Andy Shauf, 8 pm, $20 (sold out) 
© EL CORAZON Crooked Teeth, 
The Home Team, Lovely Colours, 
Cut Both Ways, 7 pm, $10/$12 
© THE FUNHOUSE Cypress 
Spring, 8 pm, $12/$15 
HIGHLINE Newphasemusic, Sol 
Sirenn, Databomb, 9 pm, $8/$10 
HIGHWAY 99 The Beating Heart 
Benefit, 6 pm, $15/$20 
NEUMOS Whitey Morgan, Alex 
Williams, 8 pm, $25 
RENDEZVOUS Samuel Eisen- 
Meyersft The Joyful Noise with 
Tom Eddy, 6:30 pm, $10 
SUNSET TAVERN Whalien, 
Sandi Fernandez & the Beacon 
Hill-Billies, Brainard, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN The 
California Honeydrops, Guests, 

8 pm, $22 

THE UNDERGROUND Delta 
Heavy, 10 pm, $15-$25 

Fri 12/7 


LIVE MUSIC 

©BALLARD HOMESTEAD 

Emmett O’Hanlon, 7:30 pm, 
$28/$40 

© CAFE RACER Bridal Party, 
Emma Lee Toyoda, Olivia White, 
Thank You, 8 pm, $6-$10 
CONOR BYRNE Bart Budwig, 
Navid Eliot, Maita, 9 pm 
©EL CORAZON Atreyu, 
Memphis May Fire, Ice Nine Kills, 
Sleep Signals, 7 pm, $25/$30 
HIGH DIVE Patitude, New 
Sensation, 9 pm, $8/$12 
HIGHWAY 99 The Road Goes On 
Forever, 8 pm, $17-$27 
NECTAR Polecat, Cascade 
Crescendo, Pickled Okra, Bluesy 
Santa, 8 pm, $10/$15 
©NEPTUNE THEATRE VNV 
Nation, De/Vision, Holygram,The 
Rain Within, 7:30 pm, $31/$36 
SUBSTATION Professor 
Sweater EP Release Party, 

7:30 pm 

TIMBRE ROOM Gradients ft. 
Bontan,10pm, $12/$16 

TRACTOR TAVERN Zepparella, 
Guests, 7 pm, 11 pm, $19/$25 
(sold out) 


Sat 12/8 

LIVE MUSIC 

BLUE MOON TAVERN Tigers in 
the Tank, Guests, 8 pm 
CHOP SUEY The Requisite, 
Moments, Early Warnings, 

6 pm, $8/$10 

©CROCODILE White Panda, 
Caye, New City, 8 pm, $18-$85 
©EL CORAZON The Fall of 
Troy, Avoid, Designer Disguise, 
6:30 pm, $17.50/$20 
HIGH DIVE Bug Hunter, Happy 
Heartbreak, Stephanie Mae, 

9 pm, $8/$10 
HIGHLINE Khorada, Eight 
Bells, Exulansis, Age of Nefilim, 
Vulnere, Odyssian, $18/$20 
THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Land of Wolves, Potbelly, Down 
the Scope, Everything Sux, 

8 pm, $7 

★ NECTAR Clinton Fearon 
& Boogie Brown Band, The 
Seattleites, Guests, 8 pm, $13 

©NEPTUNE THEATRE Shakey 
Graves, Kolars, 8 pm, $29/$34 
(sold out) 


©THE ROYAL ROOM Carrie 
Clark & The Lonesome Lovers 
with Von Piglet Family Players, 

4 pm, 6:30 pm, 9 pm, $15/$17 
SUBSTATION Seattle PsyOps: 
Perfect Stranger, 9 pm, $25 
SUNSET TAVERN Sean Rowe, 
Girl Blue, 9 pm, $17 
TACOMA DOME Nghtmre 
Before Xmas, 6 pm, $45 
TIMBRE ROOM 7Horse, 

7 pm, $12 

TRACTOR TAVERN Carrie 
Akre’s Greatest Hits with Danny 
Newcomb & The Sugarmakers, 
Guests, 9 pm, $25-$75 

DJ 

NEUMOS The Fresh Prince of 
Capitol Hill: A ‘90s HipHop Dance 
Party, 9 pm, $5 

Sun 12/9 

LIVE MUSIC 

CHOP SUEY Seattle Celebrates 
the Life of Mac Miller, 8 pm, $5 
© CROCODILE Justin Courtney 
Pierre, Thin Lips, Scarves, 8:30 
pm, $25/$28 

EL CORAZON Tengger Cavalry, 

9 pm, $20/$25 
HIGHLINE Malefic Levitation, 
Cerna Krev, Befoulment, 9 pm, 
$12/$15 

NECTAR YK Osiris, YFL Kelvin, 

7 pm, $18 

SKYLARK CAFE ft CLUB The 

Whole Bolivian Army, Jodie 
Watts, Saint Helen, 5-10 pm, $5 

CLASSICAL 

★ BENAROYA HALLS. 

MARK TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Seattle Men’s 
Chorus: Jingle All the Way, 
$15-$85 

©THE ROYAL ROOM 

Frequency Ensemble, 5:30 pm, 
$10/$15 


Mon 12/10 

LIVE MUSIC 

© CROCODILE Ezra Furman, 
Michael Rault, 8 pm, $14 
THE FUNHOUSE Wolftron, Event 
Horizon, NEPTVNE.Tonedeaf, 
Sinmor, Day Dreamer, Ruely, 

8 pm, $8/$10 

CLASSICAL 

©EDMONDS CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS Cascade Symphony 
Orchestra: Holiday Pops!, 7:30 
pm, $10-$27 

Tues 12/11 

LIVE MUSIC 

©CHOP SUEY The Scene 
Aesthetic, Life as Cinema, 

7 pm, $15 

©EL CORAZON Saving Abel, 
Black Oxygen, NRTHWND, Seed, 
7:30 pm, $14/$16 
HIGH DIVE Ned Blandski, X-Ray, 
Band of Certainty, 8 pm, $6/$8 
Q NIGHTCLUB The Funk 
Hunters, 9 pm, $15 
THE ROYAL ROOM Tristan 
Gianola Quartet, 7:30 pm, $10 
SUNSET TAVERN Blade Palace, 
Porn Bloopers, Bugs, 8 pm, $10 
©VERA PROJECT Tunic, 
Post/Boredom, Proofs, 7:30 pm, 
$ 8/$10 


Wed 12/12 

LIVE MUSIC 

BARBOZA The Spider Ferns, 
Small Million, 8 pm, $8 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Haerts, Vera Solo, 9 pm, $18/$20 
©CROCODILE SAINt JHN, Jazz 
Cartier, 9 pm, $18/$22 
HIGH DIVE The Drunken Hearts, 
Deb Montgomery, The Hangtown 
Marshalls, 8 pm, $6/$8 
NECTAR Felly, Gyyps, Trip 
Carter, 7 pm, $25 


© NEUMOS Nothing,Nowhere., 
Wicca Phase Springs Eternal, 
smrtdeath, St. Panther, 6:30 pm, 
$19/$22 

SUNSET TAVERN Amanda 
Winterhalter, Thedrifterluke, Joy 
Mills, 8 pm, $10 

Thurs 12/13 

LIVE MUSIC 

CHOP SUEY Baywitch, The m9, 
AIAIA, DJ Teenage Heartthrob, 

8 pm, $10 

©CROCODILE Polo & Pan, 

8 pm, $20 

EL CORAZON The Slackers, The 
Sentiments, The Highsteppers, 
The Drowns, 8 pm, $22/$25 

★ ©FREMONT ABBEY 

Patterson Hood, Guests, 

8 pm, $25 

THE FUNHOUSE Band of 
Friends, 8 pm, $20/$25 
©MOORE THEATRE An 

Appalachian Christmas with 
Mark O'Connor a Friends, 7 pm, 
$20-$75 

NECTAR Big Brass Extravaganza, 
8 pm, $10/$12 

SUNSET TAVERN The 

Evanstones, The Cosmic Wrays, 
Pleasure Island, 8 pm, $8 

TRACTOR TAVERN Justin 
Townes Earle, Caitlin Sherman, 

8 pm, $20 

DJ 

KREMWERKS44 Presents 
Habitat: Lee Foss, 10 pm-2 am, 
$15/$18 

Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 050: 
Walker a Royce, Will Clarke, 

9 pm-2 am, $15 

Fri 12/14 

LIVE MUSIC 

©THE CLOUD ROOM A 

Holiday Party with Ladies!, 6:30 
pm, $40-60 

CONOR BYRNE Sons of Guns, 
Beta Rocket, Dearheart, Guests, 

9 pm 

CROCODILE NiteWave: Purple 
Rain, 8 pm, $20 

★ ©FREMONT ABBEY 

Patterson Hood, Guests, 8 
pm, $25 

©THE FUNHOUSE Rucker, Left 
Side of the Radio, The Common 
Names, Karoshi, 7 pm, $10/$12 
HIGH DIVE Everson Pines, Kate 
Dinsmore, Blue Belles Band, 9 
pm, $8/$12 

JAZZ ALLEY Average White 
Band, $39 

★ NECTAR Eldridge Gravy a the 
Court Supreme, The Cumbieros, 
8 pm, $15/$20 
©NEUMOS Keys nKrates, 

7 pm, $18 

THE ROYAL ROOM Painting the 
Town Red: The Music of Billie 
Holiday, 10 pm, $10 
SUNSET TAVERN Perfect 
Families, Killer Workout, La 
Fonda, La Fille, 9 pm, $10 

★ TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Maldoggies Family Christmas 
with Widower, 9 pm, $15/$18 
VICTORY LOUNGE Fucked a 
Bound, Endorphins Lost, Yellfire, 
8:30 pm, $5/$8 

DJ 

CHOP SUEY Bootie Seattle: 
Holiday Party!, 9 pm, $10 
KREMWERK Noise Complaint ft. 
Jack Beats, 10 pm, $10/$15 

MONKEY LOFT DJ Dara, 

10 pm, $13 

Sat 12/15 

LIVE MUSIC 

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Corespondents, Diminished Men, 
Loose Wing, 8 pm, $10 
CENTRAL SALOON Dark Smith, 
Black Ends, Sweet Creature, 
Beautiful Freaks, 8 pm, $8 


CONOR BYRNE Timberfoot, 
Colorworks, The Portsiders, 9 pm 
CROCODILE NiteWave: Purple 
Rain, 8 pm, $20 

THE FUNHOUSE Gin a Tillyanna, 
The F-Holes, Panoramics, 

10 pm, $6/$8 

HIGH DIVE Brass Monkeys, 
Asterhouse, The Downhouse, 

9 pm, $8/$12 

HIGHWAY 99 Randy Hansen’s 
Jimi Hendrix Revolution, 8 pm 
©THE ROYAL ROOM Led to 

Sea, Betsy Olson Band, 8:30 pm, 

$ 10/$12 

SUNSET TAVERN Tor Miller, 
Marcel, Guests, 9 pm, $12 

★ TRACTOR TAVERN The 

Maldoggies Family Christmas 
with Widower, 9 pm, $15/$18 

Sun 12/16 

LIVE MUSIC 

HIGH DIVE Aromatics, The 
Dawn Robbers, Farmer, 8 pm, 
$ 6/$8 

JAZZ ALLEY Average White 
Band, $39 

MOORE THEATRE Myles 
Kennedy, Walking Papers, 8 pm, 
$23/$27 

★ ©NEPTUNE THEATRE Allen 
Stone, 8 pm, $35 (sold out) 
©THE ROYAL ROOM Holiday 
Sing-Along with Sing Noel, 

5:30 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Deadbeat 
Blackout, Jake’s Meadow, 
Buttafuko, Zombie Jihad, 

8 pm, $6 

TRACTOR TAVERN Logan Mize, 
Keeland Donovan, 7 pm, $15 

Mon 12/17 

LIVE MUSIC 

★ ©NEPTUNE THEATRE Allen 
Stone, 8 pm, $35 (sold out) 
PETTIROSSO Temple Canyon, 
exLicks, Golden Record, 8 pm, $6 

★ ©THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Music of "A Charlie Brown 
Christmas”, 7 pm 
©SHORELINE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE Soulful Sounds of 
Christmas XXX, 7:30 pm, $20 
SUNSET TAVERN SWYM, 
Darksoft, Sealife, Daycones, 

8 pm, $10 

Tues 12/18 

LIVE MUSIC 

BLUE MOON TAVERN Star 
Anna, Robert Roth, Little Spirits, 

8 pm, free 

©EL CORAZON Winds of 
Plague, The Zenith Passage, 
Entheos, The Mirage Theory, 
Odyssian, 7:30 pm, $18/$20 

©JAZZ ALLEY The Senate, 

7:30 pm, $33 

SUNSET TAVERN Smoker Dad, 
Mhostly Ghostly, The Worries, 

8 pm, $8 

Wed 12/19 

LIVE MUSIC 

★ CHOP SUEY Taylar Elizza 
Beth, Guayaba, PSA, 8 pm, 
$ 10/$12 

CONOR BYRNE Kaz Murphy, 

Eric Apoe, Erika Lundahl, 8 pm 
HIGH DIVE Always Naked, Celia, 
Guests, 8:30 pm, $6/$8 
SUNSET TAVERN LiquorJacket, 
The Almost Faithful, Something 
in the Trees, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN Mercy 
Parker, Gypsy Temple, Of The 
Heavy Sun, 8 pm, $10 
© TULA’S Axiom Quartet, 

7:30 pm, $12 
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The Secret Art of 
the Urban Family 

Shoplifters is a carefully crafted work that 
reveals a deep truth about life in the city. 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 



2018 FUJI TELEVISION NETWORK/GAGA CORPORATION/AOI PRO. INC. 

The parents are out of work, so the children shoplift to make ends meet. 


SHOPLIFTERS 

dir. Hirokazu 
Kore-eda 
Opens Dec 14, 
SIFF Cinema 
Uptown 


O ne of the deepest differences 
between life in the city and life 
in the country is that in the 
former, you can choose your 
own family, and in the latter, it is 
given to you. The peculiar mystery at the 
core of Hirokazu Kore-eda’s beautiful 
and deceptively tranquil 
masterpiece Shoplifters will 
never be properly solved 
if one does not have this 
understanding in mind. The 
urban family is composed of 
strangers, and the poorer the city dweller 
is, the more dependent he/she is on this 
kind of informal union. 

The family in Shoplifters lives in a small 
home in some forgotten quarter of Tokyo. 
The father is unable to work because of 
an accident at a construction site. The 
mother was laid off from a crummy job at 
a factory. The mother’s sister works in the 
sex industry. The children shoplift to make 
ends meet. The family’s only sure source of 
income is the grandmother’s pension trans¬ 
ferred to her from her dead husband. (The 
grandmother also has a taste for gambling.) 
One day, the family adopts a stranger—a girl 
from an abusive home. She is a runaway. 


She joins the family and soon also learns 
the art of shoplifting. 

Much of the film is spent in their crowd¬ 
ed little house. Clothes and useless goods 
are heaped on the floor, the bathroom is 
dirty, the kitchen is too tiny. The family eats 
a lot of ramen. But this life of poverty has 
its pleasures. The table conversations are 
lively. The house has a small garden. There 
is a trip to the beach. The boy thief has a 
growing crush on the girl thief. The parents 
have steamy sex during a rainstorm. 

But something is wrong with this family. 
It is, it seems, too united. Most families, 
be they poor or not, aren’t so harmonious. 
Despite the constant failures to secure 
incomes in the brutal job market and the 
constant need for money and the threat of 
gentrification, this Tokyo family is really 
tight. The mystery of their unusual uni¬ 
ty is not exposed until the film’s last 30 
minutes. 

There is a good reason why Shoplifters 
won the Palme d’Or at this year’s Cannes 
Film Festival. It is a carefully and beauti¬ 
fully crafted work that appears to be about 
one thing (the strong bonds of family life), 
but is really about something else—the way 
a city forces us to invent our lives. ■ 


liffMM 


You’ve been waiting all year, and it’s almost here! 


o 


The Stranger’s 


o 



Issue 

DON'T MTtStS OUT!! 


To advertise, 

call 206 - 323-7101 or email 
arfinfo(§)thestranger.eoiti 

Space Reservation Deadline: 

Friday, December 14 

Issue Date: 

January 2nd 


1535 11 fh Avenue, 3rd Floor Seattle, WA 981 22 
PHONE (206) 323-7101 FAX (206) 325-4865 

adinfo@thestranger.com | www.thestranger.com 



OLIVIA EMMA RACHEL 
COL MAX STONE WEIS2 

THE 

Favourite 

A FUM M YORCOS UlfTHIMOS 



UflTIIAM JUIY 1 

i n a t il 


1 

j 


1 

1 1K 

V 1 H 




- , • J» - 



R «—.— \cn 


STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 

BELLE VUE SEATTLE SEATTLE 

Cinema^ Linwmn Squoie Oineaws Lwws OoK raw 6 Sift Lgypikw Theatre 
<425> 450-9H00 dnWlwairM.cam <206} 334-999G 























42 DECEMBER 5, 2018 THE STRANGER 



KQW PLAYING OPENS DEC 7 

Si F F Cinema Egyptian S l FF Ci rtema Uptown 




Ok 10 • Hair City fiesiivfli Pass Bisd £jgt ? StFf iFesirvul Tnwitouchers- FOEf 



THEBESTW 


ft s'a 


’LUomlerful 

Life ' 

Oi. 1 / 4fkb tan&etulM ‘mtt 

DEC 7-27 in 3smm 


fflSTLY ITHERTflltilMO!' 


® biBT! 


DIAL 

CODE 

SANTA 

CLAUS 


W^rlbJ^Orif 

MEETS 

^rl^O 

MELTS 


DECTU4&ZQ 



CENTRAL 

CINEMA 


SHOWING 

ECfMm*- 


SHOWIN 

stdiusCTL: 


ME NI 0 H 7 M AFtE B&FQRE (MISTM &5 


MOVIES + FOOD * BEER- 

ietobs e ffJmuiiiiiBGS. eenttpalelrieFiacoii 


KRJWPBS _ 

THE 

^CENTRAL DISTRICT 
'01JDAY PARTY ^ 

DtcEMBTR s.mr 
jFREE ADMISSION^ 

CENTRAL DISTRICT HOLIDAY PARH 


DEE HARD 


THINGS TO DO Film 


Top Picks 

THURS DEC 6 

‘Westworld’ 

My interest in the new HBO Westworld has been 
tepid. Sure, it has a fancy look and all, but the premise 
(an adult theme park that is more than just a theme 
park-a place where rich men go to fuck 
and kill androids) seems very limited. 

So why watch the original Westworld ? 

Because it has historical or archeologi¬ 
cal value. Made in 1973, and starring Yul 
Brynner, the film presents androids as 
completely mechanical. Behind an android's 
face: wires, screws, circuit boards, and the like. 

This is a pre-biotech world. By Blade Runner (1982), 
the mechanical robot was in decline, replaced by bio¬ 
engineered monsters. ( Living Computers: Museum + 
Lobs, 6 pm, $5.) CHARLES MUDEDE 

DEC 7-27 

It’s a Wonderful Life’ 

Shortly after It’s a Wonderful Life’s 1946 release, 
James Agee noted the film’s grueling aspect. "Often,” 
he wrote, “in its pile-driving emotional exuberance, 
it outrages, insults, or at least accosts without 
introduction, the cooler and more responsible parts 
of the mind." These aesthetic cautions are followed, 
however, by a telling addendum: “It is nevertheless 
recommended,” Agee allowed, “and will be reviewed 
at length as soon as the paralyzingjoys of the season 
permit.” Paralyzingjoys are the very heart of George 
Bailey’s dilemma. The sacrifices George makes for 
being “the richest man in town” resonate bitterly 
even as they lead to the finale’s effusive payoff. This 
year marks the 48th consecutive year Grand Illusion 
has played the film. ( Grand Illusion, $9.) SEAN NELSON 


all those YA novels transformed into blockbuster film 
franchises, but its quality remains to be seen. Fans 
of Jackson’s work are likely already on board-and, 
at the very least, it will look really good, even if it’s 
overlong and tedious. (Wide release .) LEILANI POLK 

‘Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse’ 

This isn’t the latest output of the exhausting Marvel 
franchise. Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse is 
adapted from a relatively recent story arc, based on 
a Spider-Man character created in 2011 by writer 
Brian Michael Bendis, Marvel's then-editor- 
in-chief Axel Alonso, and artist Sara 
Pichelli. It follows the (SPOILER 
ALERT) death of Peter Parker, and 
finds the Spider-Man mantle picked up 
by a young Afro-Latino teen, Miles Morales. 
Bendis and company drew inspiration from Barack 
Obama and actor/rapper Donald Glover. Also, it’s 
animated, separating it ever further from the regular 
franchise films. (Wide release.) LEILANI POLK 

DEC 14-16 

‘People’s Republic of Desire’ 

Westerners should know about YY, the Chinese 
social network that's something like YouTube and 
Instagram Live, but on cocaine. Hao Wu’s documen¬ 
tary is a rare dive into the network, which sports more 
than 300 million active users who exchange virtual 
roses as currency, with top users making as much 
as $20,000 a month for apparently doing nothing 
more than cam-girling without getting naked. While 
the director seems to be unable to land on a subject, 
the spectacular strangeness of the way people 
interact on YY is enough to earn viewers’ attention. 
(Northwest Film Forum, $12.) CHASE BURNS 

WED DEC 19 

‘Mary Poppins Returns’ 



WED DEC 12 

An Evening with‘Auntie Marne’ 

Long before “safe space” was a commonly used/ 
abused term, Auntie Marne’s Beekman Place 
apartment offered a safe space for the fabulous. The 
classic 1958 film about an independent socialite in the 
1920s is worth recommending based on its costumes 
alone-get stoned and gawk at Rosalind Russell in 
feathers! But the real magic in Auntie Marne has 
always been its ability to transport audiences into a 
world where anything goes, a place where outcasts 
can don a nice frock and be praised. Celebrate its 
60th-anniversary screening with this annual holiday 
fundraiser for Three Dollar Bill Cinema. (AMC Pacific 
Place, 6 pm, $25-$125.) CHASE BURNS 

FRI DEC 14 



As the name implies, it’s a sequel, not a remake-and 
thank goodness, because the original, despite being 
more than five decades old, is damn near perfect. 
Ever-charming Brit Emily Blunt plays Mary Poppins, 
who returns to help her former charges, Michael and 
Jane Banks (Ben Whishaw and Emily Mortimer), 
after the former experiences a loss that he can’t 
seem to recover from. Notable guest spots include 
Meryl Streep as Topsy, Mary’s eccentric cousin, and 
the return of Dick Van Dyke as Mr. Dawes Jr. (lAAde 
release.) LEILANI POLK 



Short List 


At Eternity's Gate 

SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
opening Fri Dec 7, $11/$14 

Burning 

Northwest Film Forum, 
Dec 7-14, $12 

Cine Mexicano: ‘The 
Other Virginity' 

Northwest Film Forum, 
Sun Dec 16,7:30 pm, $12 


Die Hard 

Central Cinema, 

Dec 14-18, $5-$10 

In the Soup 

Northwest Film Forum, Fri 
Dec 7 & Sat Dec 15, $12 

Mary Queen of Scots 

Wide release, opening 
Fri Dec 14 

Roma 

Cinerama, opening Thurs 
Dec 6, $17 


‘Mortal Engines’ 

Peter Jackson is the big name behind this 
ultra-big-budget ($100 million) postapocalyptic 
steampunk adventure based on the novel of the 
same name by Philip Reeve. This could be the 
kickoff of another series banking on the success of 


Early Warnings 


AQUAMAN Wide release, opening Fri Dec 21 


WELCOME TO MARWEN Wide release, opening Fri 
Dec 21 
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Ode to Dan Dan Noodles 

Seven Stars Pepper makes my 
favorite bowl in town. 

BY RICH SMITH 





JESSICA STEIN 

I love these hand-shaved noodles, especially with a side of pickled cucumbers. 


D an dan noodles are traditionally 
considered a street food in China, 
but I’d eat this Szechuan dish 
anywhere—here, there, in a box, with 
a fox, etc. 

Normally, cooks pile the noodles on top of a 
spicy chili oil sauce laced with mouth-numb - 
ing Szechuan peppercorn oil (we’ll talk about 
the numbing in a second) and/or a peanut 
or sesame sauce. Minced pork, some kind 
of green from the mustard family, and scal¬ 
lions also make an appearance. And that’s it. 
Other Seattleites typically reach for pho if 
they want a big warm bowl of something, but 
when I require comestible comfort 
and nutrition, I seek the dan dan. 

Seven Stars Pepper makes my 
favorite bowl of dan dan noodles 
in the city (though it hasn’t exactly been the 
same since chef Cheng Biao Yang left, and 
my experience is by no means comprehen¬ 
sive). Part of my enj oyment is environmental. 
The restaurant occupies the second floor in a 
shopping center on Jackson and 12th. From a 
big table near the window, you can sip tea and 
gaze outside at the goings-on of Little Saigon, 
which feels somehow both urban and homey. 

But the main attraction here is the Szech¬ 
uan dan dan noodle with pork, and it all 
comes down to the hand-shaved noodles. In 
the morning, the cooks make a big block of 
dough and then hack hunks off of it with a 
kitchen knife. The resulting noodle is long, 
thick, and ragged. The thickness offers the 
comfort of a steamed dumpling, and the 
shape makes the noodle more receptive to 


the sauce—which is my other favorite part 
of the dish. 

Seven Stars goes with a very peanuty 
sauce, to which they add chili oil, Szechuan 
peppercorn oil, soy, garlic, cabbage, and green 
onion. When a customer orders the dish, they 
reheat the noodles, pile them into a big bowl 
with the sauce, and then the server mixes 
everything together table side. 

They’re especially good when paired 
with the sliced pickled cucumbers in the 
“cold appetizers” section of the menu. The 
bright-green cucumbers come swimming in 
a neon-orange pool of chili oil spiked with 
Szechuan peppercorn oil. The cool 
crispness ofthe cucumbers tames 
the spiciness, which, at least for 
me, slowly warms the tongue but 
stops j ust before starting to burn. 

After gobbling up half the dish, your 
tongue will go slightly numb and start to tin¬ 
gle alittle, thanks to the hydroxy-alpha-san- 
shool molecule present in the Szechuan pep¬ 
percorn. But a liberal sprinkle of finely diced 
garlic gives the oil something else to say after 
it numbs you, as does the green onion, which 
is there to give the dish more personality. 

Eating at Seven Stars Pepper is an unal¬ 
loyed delight, but getting there can be a little 
tricky. The shopping center’s parking lot is 
serviceable but tiny, and sometimes the ele¬ 
vator that takes you to the entryway is bust¬ 
ed, so you have to take a set of stairs hidden 
aroimd the corner. But these are a small price 
to pay for the dan dan noodle joy they’re serv¬ 
ing up in the restaurant. ■ 


SEVEN STARS PEPPER 

1207 S Jackson St, 
206-568-6446 





IS BACK!!!!! 


Voted Seattle’s 
Best BBQ 


by Seattle Met, 
Yelp & Thrillist, King 5 
Evening Magazine 
& The Stranger 


2000 23rd Ave 


J. 


23rd & Rainier 


tfh 1 THE SCARECROW PBQJECT 

pRtsewrs: 


5030 ROOSEVELT WAYNE, SEATTLE • 206-524-8554 
www.scarecrow.com 
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SCREEUERS 

FIND OUT MORE AT: 

BLOG.SCARECROW.COM/SILVERSCREENERS 
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GAME MEATS 
AND 

GAME BIRDS 


4 


Finest Seafood 
Quality Poultry 
Ranch Eggs 
Select Wines 


i 


University 
Seafood & Poultry 

1317 NE 47th • Seattle 
(206)632-3700 • (206)632-3900 



Pacific I rP b 


FineAles 
and Spirits 

Near theCenter of theUniverse 
at the corner of 35th and Stone Way N. 
206-547-2967 
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Open 7 flags a wed 
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THE BEST PIZZA 
IN DENNY 
TRIANGLE! 


HAPPY HOUR 

4-7PM / 1TPM-CLOSE 

S2 OFF DRAFT SEES 
S4 WELL DRINKS 


U TTLEMAfilASPl ilA.COM 


1007 MEMOS AYE 
206-447.4^00 


THINGS TO DO Food & Drink 


Top Picks 

THURS PEC 6 

Katipunan 

“Katipunan” is a Filipino word meaning “gathering" 
or “association," and this event will gather chef 
Melissa Miranda of the Northwest-inspired Filipi¬ 
no pop-up Musang, chef Domingo Ramos of East 
Trading Company, and chef Jasper Rei Balinas of 
the Filipino pulutan pop-up Asin for a dream-team 
dinner of “Filipino greatest hits.” DJ Phosho and 
DJ Marty Holbus will soundtrack the evening. 
[East Trading Company, 7 pm.) JULIANNE BELL 

FRI PEC 7 & SAT DEC 8 

Winter Solstice Beer Festival 

Drink away the cold-weather doldrums at the 
inaugural edition of this new indoor craft beer fes¬ 
tival cohosted by local indie comix heroes Short 
Run Seattle. The event will feature an all-ages 
food hall and night market with food trucks and 
shopping, plus a separate beer tasting hall with 
live music, where a $25 ticket will net you 32 
ounces’ worth of beer from local breweries. (Mag- 
nuson Park Hangar 30, $5-$35.) JULIANNE BELL 

SAT DEC 8 


MON PEC 10 

12th Annual Cookbook Social 

At Tom Douglas’s annual gathering at the Palace 
Ballroom, you can sip wine, purchase cookbooks, 
sample recipes inspired by the titles on display, 
get autographs, and visit with the authors of 
some of the season’s most exciting cookbooks. 

This year’s roster includes Instagram star Linda 
Miller Nicholson, who shares how to re-create her 
vibrantly-hued handmade pasta in Pasta, Pretty 
Please ; Hsiao-Ching Chou, whose Chinese Soul 
Food explains howto make comforting dishes 
like dumplings and stir-fries; Julien Perry, whose 
Seattle Cooks collects signature recipes from top 
chefs and bartenders in the Seattle food scene; and 
Kausar Ahmed, who includes her favorite recipes 
from Pakistan in The Karachi Kitchen. (Palace 
Ballroom, 5-7pm, $25.) JULIANNE BELL 

Oagari-Yo Pop-Up Night 

This new pop-up from Revel sous chef Stephen 
Toyofuku will serve up an “umami-rich, home-style” 
youshoku (Japanese-style Western cuisine) feast 
inspired by anime and manga. (The name comes 
from the manga series Food Wars/: Shokugeki no 
Soma and means “dig in.”) Tuck into some Japa¬ 
nese-style comfort food like chicken karaage served 
with fried kimchi, kimchi ketchup, house-made kew- 
pie mayo, and nori. (Trove, 5-10 pm.) JULIANNE BELL 


CookieFest 

This annual cookie 
bake sale pop-up 
benefiting the 
Seattle Milk Fund 
offers a smorgas¬ 
bord of gooey, 
crispy, chewy 
delights from a 
variety of vendors, 
including beloved 
Scandinavian bak- 

ery Byen Bakeri, rudylopez 

Capitol Hill cookie purveyor Hello Robin, the late- 
night cookie delivery service Midnight Cookie Co., 
and Greenwood plant-based dessert shop Cookie 
Counter. Guests are encouraged to tote along their 
own “cookie vessels" or grab a bakery box and 
load up on confections. ( Seattle Center Armory, 

11 am-2 pm, free admission.) JULIANNE BELL 



PEC 10 & 17 

Delancey Feast of the 
Seven Fishes 

The Feast of the Seven Fishes is a traditional 
Italian American supper featuring seven kinds of 
fish or seafood, usually served before midnight 
mass on Christmas Eve. This lavish spread from 
Delancey promises the freshest catches that the 
Ballard pizzeria can procure, which may include 
albacore, lobster, Dungeness crab, Penn Cove 
mussels, anchovies, and roasted oysters snatched 
from Delancey’s roaring wood-fired oven, along 
with seasonal produce and a steady flow of 
beverages throughout. They’ll finish with some 
delightful-sounding butterscotch pots de creme 
for dessert. ( Delancey, 6 pm, $125.) JULIANNE BELL 

Stra ngiirThirjsTttDifl .cc m 



New Bars & 
Restaurants 


BEACON HILL 

Corte Fino 

Halal Mexican restaurant 
6727 Martin Luther King Jr 
WayS 

BELLEVUE 

Mr. Wish 

Taiwanese bubble 
tea chain 
14509 NE 20th St 

Twilight 7 

Chinese restaurant and 
karaoke bar 
2217140th Ave NE 

CAPITOL HILL 

Atulea 

Modern tea shop with 
cheese tea 
7775 12th Ave #100 
Bites of Bangkok 
“Thai tapas” restaurant 
with cocktails 
34015th Ave E #201 


By Tae 

Japanese hand rolls, 
sushi, and sake 
142411th Ave 

HILLMAN CITY 

Twilight Rainier 

Dive bar from team behind 
Twilight Exit 
5609 Rainier Ave S 

KENMORE 

Seaplane Kitchen + Bar 

Aviation-themed restau¬ 
rant with pizza 
6704 NE 181st St 

PIONEER SOUARE 

Bad Bishop 

Bar with cocktails and 
casual food menu 
704 First Ave 

UNIVERSITY DISTRICT 

The Block 

Korean restaurant 
4209 University Way NE 


Short 

List 

4th Annual Champagne 
Showcase 

Downtown Spirits, Wed 
Dec 12,5:30 pm, $20 

Bifrost Winter Ale 
Release Party 

Elysian Tangletown, Thurs 
Dec 6,5-8 pm, free 

Eggnog-Off 

Brimmer & Heeltap, Thurs 
Dec 6,6-11 pm, free 


Holiday Cookie 
Extravaganza 

Pike Place Market Atrium 
Kitchen, Tues Dec 11, Sat 
Dec 15,1:30-4:30 pm, $55 

Ivar’s Northwest Winter 
Beer Tasting 

Ivar’s Acres of Clams, 
Thurs Dec 6,6-9 pm, $45 

Martinis & Mistletoe 
Happy Hour at the Nest 

Thompson Seattle, Mon 
Dec 10,5-8 pm, free 


Early Warnings 


FIFTH ANNUAL DARK BEER FEST Flying Lion 
Brewing, Dec 21-23,12 pm-12 am, free 


24K SOUL The Nest, Mon Dec 31,7pm-1 am, $220 


NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY CRUISE Waterways 
Cruises, Mon Dec 31,10 pm-12:30 am, $190 
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BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 
UPSTAIRS AT THE ALKI CHUPACABRA! 
elchupacabraseattle.com/locations/west-seattle/upstairs 


ALKI BEACH: PHINNEY RIDGE: 

2620 Alki Ave. SW • 206-933-7344 6711 Greenwood Ave. N • 206-706-4889 


WWW.ELCHUPACABRASEATTLE.COM 
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SOUTH PARK * SOUTH PARK* SOUTH PARK (not WLiui Center) 

(206)535-7166 SOUTHTOWNPIE.COM 
661114th Ave South Seattle, WA 96108 



CELEBRATE THE 
HOLIDAYS WITH US 

ACce^rruG New Year’s Eve ResveftATto^si 




TGHLIN 


VEGAN FOOD 


7 days * 5-npnt 

LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS 


- FOR FULL CALENDAR U1SIT DUR WEBSITE ■ 


HIGHLINESEATTLE.COM 

210 Broadway Ave E * 328.7B37 
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All we want for Christmas are indictments. 
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To see more true comics based on stories we heard at the recent King County kelly froh 


Free Health Clinic at Key Arena, go to thestranger.com/comics. 



JENNIFER XIAO 


Going Places by brendan emmett quigley 



ACROSS 

I. Jazz singer Marlena 
5. Serious contender 

II. “The Neighborhood” 
channel 

14. One saving the day 

15. Tribe in the First Nations 

16. Back-rub response 

17. Spirit 

18. “I’m outta here” 

20. Gently tease 

21. Reindeer’s coat? 

22. Fancy boats 

23. Reduces to mush 
25. Thriller author Dekker 

28. CitiField pro 

29. Musical based on 
Green Day songs 

32. Price fig.? 

33. Stampede 

34. War god 

35. Historian Preston 

37. Wounded in the bullring 

39. Capt.’s deck aide 

40. Fall in with 

44. Unicorn’s debut, briefly 

45. Erythrocytes, more 
commonly 

49. Actor/director Vincent 

51. Musician’s skill 

52. R-rated 

53. Galaxy missives 
55. Palindromic relative 


57. Award for Emma 
Thompson 

58. Robin Hood’s buddy, 
and a hint to this puzzle’s 
theme 

61. German automaker 

62. Small bill 

63. Spotted wildcat 

64. Apothecary item 

65. Married 

66 . "I haven't heard 
anything” 

67. “Mindhunter" actress 
Torv 

DOWN 

1. Mountain guide 

2. It can raise your voice 

3. Suitable for farming 

4. Came out on top 

5. Quantum physics 
pioneer Niels 

6 . Worked up 

7. Some appliances 

8 . Code sound 

9. Singer/reality TV 
star Aubrey 

10. Dan Fogelman’s musical 
comedy fairy tale series 

11. Sweater material 

12. Like fish sticks and 
chicken-fried steak 

13. Some ginger ales 

19. Unfriendly 

21. Japanese or Korean 


24. Image handler 

26. School address part 

27. Insult 

30. Fox News 
personality Owens 

31. “Puh-lease!” 

34. Packing a piece 

35. “Feel-good” 
neurotransmitter 

36. Cut off 

38. Seal eaters 

39. “The Hurt Locker” 
director 

41. Poem said with a 
lyre, perhaps 

42. Thunder grp. 

43. Nightclub entertainment 

45. Antiperspiranttype 

46. Group together 

47. Flannel catalog company 

48. Belgian beer, for short 

50._AF (extremely 

awesome) 

54. Like rioja wine 
56. Chief takeaways: Abbr. 

59. Comedian Kirkman 

60. FC Barcelona cheer 

61. Oologists’ studies 

Find the solution at 
thestranger.com/puzzlesolution. 



JOHNNY SAMPSON 
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STRANGERTICKETS 
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StrangerTickets.com 
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DEC 7 / 8PM 


DEC 14/ 1QPM 


COMPLAINT 


FT* JACK BEATS 


KREMWERK A TIMBRE ROOM COMPLEX 


DEC 15 I 1PM 
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VALTHSSE VERSAILLES 
AT THE RUINS 


DEC 7 - DEC 23 
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Twice Sold Tales 

_ 

& Rare Books 


Ballard Store 
Moving Sale! 

25% Off! 

ALL 

DECEMBER 

LONG! 


2419 NW Market St. 

12pm-7pm, Closed Tuesday 



Est 2010 


BURIEN 14325 1 st Ave South SEATTLE 4336 Roosevelt Way NE 

Burien, WA 98168 206-242-6000 Seattle, WA 98105 206-283-3333 

admin@thejointllc.com admin@thejointllc.com 


Warning - this product contains marijuana When eaten or swallowed the intoxicating effects of this drug may be delayed by two or more hours. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. 
For use by adults twenty-one and over. Keep out of reach of children. Products containing marijuana can impair judgement Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. This product has 
intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. 



OPEN EVERYDAY 

10am - Upm 
506.659. J2S3 
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Your new rolling papers. 
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Your Neighborly Cannabis Shop® 

BLOWING SMOKE 

*21 *5« *151* 


Union St. Central District Seattle 10 AM to 11:45 PM Daily (206) 420 2180 ponderseattle.com 
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